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A 9H0RT 

CHARACTBl 

OF T H B 

AUTHOR 

• Of the following 

t R E A T I S E. 

XT may add Weight, perhaps, to the 
Reflexions contained in the following 
Pages, CO inform the Reader that the Au^ 
thpr's Life was one uniform Exemplar of 
thofe Precepts, which, with fo generous at 
Zeal and fuch an elegant and affeAing Sim* 
plicity of Style, he endeavours to recom* 
mend to general Praftice. He left oiherg 
to contend for Modes of Faith,' and in* 
flame themfelves and the World with end- 
lefs Controverfy : it was the wifer Purpofc 
of his more ennobled Aim, to aA up tQ 
thofe clear Rules of ConduA which Re- 
velation hath gracioufly preicribed. He 
poffeffed by Temper every moral Virtue; by 
Religion every Chriftian Grace. He had z. 
Humanity that melted at every Diftrcfs; a 

a* 3 Cba* 



^arrlf wHich not only thought no Evil, 
but fufpefted none. He exercifed his Pro- 
feffion with a Skill -and Integrity, which 
nothing could equal but the difmterefted 
Motive that aniaiaited his Labours, or the 
amiable Modefty which accompanied all his 
'Virtues. .He employed his Induftry, not 
to gratify his own DeGres ; no Man in- 
vdulged .hin>felf lefs: 'not to accumulate 
ufclefs Wealth ; no Man more difdained fo 
unworthy aPurfuit : it was for the decern 
Advancement of his Family, for the gene- 
rous Affiftance of his ^Friends, for the ready 
Relief of^-the Indigent. How often did he 
exert his diftinguilhed Abilities, yet refufe 
the Reward of them, in Defence of the 
WidoWj the 'Fatherlefi^ and him that had 
none to help himi In a word, few have ever 
paffed a-, more ufcful, not one a more 
blamelefs Life ; and his whole Time was 
employed either in doing Good, or in me- 
•litaiing it. He died on the 6th Day of 
April i743» and lies buried under the 
Cloifter of -Lincohi^s Inn Chapel. MEM. 
^ PAT. OPT. MER. FIL. DlC. 
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P R E F A C E. 

g****2H£ Deftgn oftbefolhwing Trea^ 
%> r V ^^fi ^^^ ^^ awaien in tbi Minds 
A Si ^/ unthinking Men, a firious 

Concern for fie hterejl -of their immortal 
Souls : a Dejtgn^ at all Times Jeafonable and 
necejfaryj but more efpecially at this Time^ 
when wefeefuch Numbers of Verfons carried 
away with the Love of Pleafure^ and fitch 
Arts invented and Methods ufed to gratify 
their corrupt and vicious 7afte. 

Whoever refieSts^ with a due Concern^ upon- 
the Exceffes and Debaucheries which have 
overfpread this Natien^ and has any Regard 
for the Honour of God^ and the Intereji of that 
Holy Religion which Chriji jefus came down 
from iteaven to efiahlifh upon the Earthy will 
eajily he perfuaded to thinks that all Endea- 
vours poffible ought to be ufed^ to Jlem the 
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PREFACE. 

^irrent of Wichdnefs that is broken in upon 
uSf and to preveni the mifcbievous EffoEls tf 
fbe public DiYerfions, which the Generality 
of People are grown fo fond ofi 1 mean the 
Mafquerades and Plays : tbofe Seminaries of 
Viee and, hreUgion^ where every Thing is con* 
trroed to inflame the Pqffions^and corrupt the 
tender Minds of young Perfons\ and which y I 
emperfuadedy have greatly contributed to *ihat \ 
general NegkS "^of God and Religion, which 
is fo vijible amongji us. 

Whether any Thing that is here offend^ will 
be effeSlual to draw Men off from the Love of 
thofe deceitful Vanities, I cannot fay : but 
fure I am (if the Scripture is to he the Rule 
of our Pradice^ as mojl undoubtedly it is), it 
mujl be the Duty of every one^ not only to take 
care that he give no Encouragement by his 

- Example, to thefe licentious and enfnaring 
Entertainments {to which I doubt not but 
many owe their fatal Mi/carriages), but to do 
what in him lies, to dffuade others, efpecially 
ihofe under his Care, from reforting to Places 
of fo much Danger and Infedion. . 

// muji be confeffed^ that it is no eafy Matter 
to prevail on thofe who are carried avjay by the 
fdtfe Maxims and PraSice of a corrupt and 

•I '* debauched- 



P R S F A C E. vTi 

Abauched Worli^ to renounce their fenfiui 
CratifiaUtens, for the more ttfined Pkafure} 
of' Virtue and Religion : However^ the diffi^ 
eulty of the fyortjbouldmot difcourage any one 
from attempting^it. fhave therefore endea-^ 
voured, according^ to my Ability^ to lay before 
the Redder f in the foUowing pages, the Ad^ 
vantages attending a good Life\ in Hope^ 
matwhoever ferioujly cofifiders what is there 
urge49 will be convinced, there is no PUa^ 
fiirrh becompared 'with that of a good Con* 
(deuce ; and that Religion really is, what ft 
^eeas d^gned bj the great Author of it to bei 
the only folid Foundation of our prefent^ ao 
well as future, Happinefs. 

I am fenfible that vihat is there offered^ 

'hath been with much \greater Advantage 

inculcated in mafny oftbofe excellent Difcourfes^ 

^wlrieb 4ure already^xtanti^et, whenlconfider 

*how much Good has. been done by thofe fmall 

TraSs, which have been printed and dif* 

(perfed of late Tears, I am encouraged to 

ihope that this little Treati/e may be offome 

^Service ; as a check at leaft, to that prodigi^ 

%ous ,ThirJi after fenfual Pleafures^ which 

feems to be the Difeafe of the prefent Age, 

\and which muft undoubtedly dejlroy the Love 

^ofGod wketeverM prevails* 

J have 



VHl 



P R R F* 4 G E^ 

3f hwt added pmt Prqjejcs <r/ thfi ^n4:iSk 
Hhh Bo$ki n$t with an Infin^ion to 'pn/cribn 
i9 any one^ but to afftfi thofk *who are Mt fyt-\ 
mjhcd imtb betttr IMlps; wf^l^omngho^ 
important a Difty Prayer ju^ an4 ^^ ^% i 
neciffary it is for tvtrjf good Cbrijiian to H \ 
J%eque$U in his Jddreffis t^ the ^brone rf 
Gracff 4f ^^ ^^ 4Xfe3s the F4tHj(o^r of G$d^ 
4nd hopes xo fin^ Qracb tp \^p him in 
Timp of Ne^ 

Mat God of his gnai Goodne/s ghe m 
BloJJing to theft weak EndeinxmrSy and Mib 
tfkm in/lrumsMai ta Hi$ Gkty^and ^Ga$d 
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RELIGIOUS LIFE. 

CHAP. L 

HATm0 Ideio^hefavedf was 
irrr-ijM a Qucfiioo, which the tfcm- 




bling a^ Bfioniflied Jailer put 
to Paul and Silatt when be faw 
ihe T^-ifon-Ooon opcQcd in a miraculous 
Manner: a Qf eftion of tbe utmoft Momcnc 
and Importance^ and which it nearly coo- 
cerns 111 aU to be well refolied in. For^ 
if there be a Life after this* md we do nof 
die IHec the Be^a ibat ferijb ; if Death does 
toot put a final Period to' oar Beings ; but 
ivhen this fliort Life is ended, we enter 
tapon the. Regions pf.Et^irnity, and fliall 
tie iisr eter bappy or miferable, according 



2 The Oreat Importance 

at we demean ourfelves in this fliort Tin 
Trial and Probation : . If this be the I 
9ind Condition of Mankind (as the \ 
ef Reafon, tie Diftates of Confcience, 
^he Holy Scriptures, do loudly procla: 
is), how does it behove every one of i 
inquire, what we muft do to attain ever 
ing Life ; and to tonlider, whether wc 
in the Way that leads to Heaven and I 
pinefs? or, if we have been fo unhapp 
to wander out of it^ how we may rec 
and return to it again? 

This is an Inquiry thtc defences OQI 
moft Diligence and attention, ^or if 
are ignorant of the Will of God, or, ko 
ing it, wiH not follow or be led by \ 
unerring Light, but fuffcr ourfelves tc 
hurried away by our unruly Paffions in 
Purfuit of the Things of this Life; we 
wretched and miferable, blind and nal 
f\ Botwithftgnding all our attainments: 
we (hall one Day be convinced to 
Sorrow^ that there is no Folly like i 
of preferring Things temporal to Thi 
eternal. Whatever tb$ Children of 
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Of a Religious Life. 

World may think, and how much foevcr 
they may applaud their own Wifdom in 
contriving Schemes to be Rich and 
Great ; yet if their chief Care and Con- 
cern is taken up about tbefe things, it 
is certain they will be found Foo/s^ 
when weighed in the Balance of true Wif- 
dom. 

He that is truly wife will confider, that 
he has a Soul, as well as a Body to take 
care of ; a fpiritual and immortal Subflance 
which can never die j but when enlarged 
from that Prifon in which it is now con- 
■ fined, muft live for ever, either in Hap. 
pincfs or Mifery* Shall we then be fo 
foolifli, as to confine our ambitious Pur. 
fuiis within t\ie narrow Limits of this 
World, without confidering what will be 
the condition of onr Souls hereafter ? / 

Shall we labour and toil for the Nfeat that ^ 
pirijhetb \ and be cold and indiflferent 
about the momentous Concerns of Eter- 
nity ? Shall we fpare no Pains in order to 
increafe our temporal Eftates, and to lay 
up Goods for many Tears \ when we know 
not, but this Night our fouls may be required 
of us? And if we have made no proviCon 
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4 The Great Impottmce 

for their cverlafling Welfare 5 what wHI It 
avail us that we have been 'Rich and Great 
in this World ? 

The Fajhion of this World ^ajfetb away^ 
and all the Glory and S|)leDdor of it' will, 
in ailittle Time, have an End. How great 
then Is the Folly, and haw deplorable will 
the Condiiion^of that man be, whoi ihft"6ad' 
of feeking the Kingdom of God and his Righ^ 
Jeoufnefs in the firjl place ^ has confumed his 
Days in feeking after the Honours arid 
Riches of this World, and has tired him- 
, felf out in the Piirfuit of thofc Things- 
whiclf are of no value in the Sight of 
Mat. XVI. God ? Wretched Stupidity:! Whit Jhall it 
^- frofit a Man, if he /hall gain the whole 

World and lofe bis own Soul? Time bears 
no Proportion to Eternity. The moft 
exalted Plcafures of this iife, which 'at 
bcft are but of a fliort Continuance, can 
never compenfate for the Lbfs of that 
Happincfs, which God has frefared for 
them that love him: How miferably then 
will that man be deceived, • who places 
all tis Hopes .iand' Happinefs in the poor 
and empty Satisfa£bions of a fenfual Life; . 
.who looks no farther than the piefent 

Time, 
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O/tfRfiHGIOUsLlFE. S 

Time, and lives as if he cared not what be- 
came of him hereafter, provided he may but 
enjoy the PUafures of Sin for a Seafon I 

But fome, perhaps, may alk. Where is 
^tbcMan fo abandoned to Folly and Madnefs, 
as to be content, for the Sake of a prefcnc 
ihott-lived Happinefs, to be miferable for 
ever hereafter f I wi(h indeed there were 
none fuch : But, alas ! there are too many 
that make this fad Choice* Not that any 
one choofes Evil for the fake of Evil, or ' 
prefers Mifcry before Happinefs (for a 
Defire of Happinefs is infeparable from 
our Nature) ; but in the Scripture account 
of Thiilgs, he is faid to choofc Deftruc- 
tion, who, walks in the broad Way that 
leads to it. For God has been pleafed toj^^^^^j^j^ 
fet before us Life and Deaths BleJJing andig. 
Curbing : Rewards on the one Hand, to en- 
courage our Obedience ; and Puniflaments 
on the other, to deter us from Sin. As he, 
therefore, that obeys the Commandments 
^of God, choofes Life ; fo he that tranf- 
grelTes them, choofes Death : that Death 
.which God has threatened to the Sinner, 
even Death eternal. For the ff^ages of Sin 
is D^atb, and he that choofes the one (let 

B 2 hi9 



4 The Great Importafice 

his Pretences be, what they may) iTYuft 
be faid to cboofe the other ; becaufc he 
knows (at leaft it is his own F'ault, if he 
Rom. p. ^^^^ ^^^ know), that God will render to every 
6, 7, 8, ^.Man according to his Deeds : To theniy who^ 
by patient Continuance in Well-doings fee k for 
Glory and Honour and Immortality ^ eternal 
Life ; but unto them that are contentious^ 
and do not obey the Truths but obey Unrigh^ 
teoufnefsy Indignation and Wrath ^ Tribula* 
tion and Angmfb^ upon every Soul of Man thai 
doth eviL 

See, then, what a wretched Piece of 
Folly the Sinner is' guilty of, "(how wife 
foever he may think hinifelf, and how 
much foever he may defpifc the fohcr Part 
of Mankind), when he firft enters upon 
a Life of Wickednefs.^ -For he is then 
evidencing to all the World, that, Life 
and Death being fet before him, he has 
determined his choice to^ the latter : — A 
Choice fo abfurd and unaccountable, that, 
did not Experience convince us that it is 
often made, we could hardly think it poffible 
^ for a rational Creature to be fo blind. O 

Bleffed God! hafl thou fet before us Happi- . 
ncfs and Mifery^ Joys unfpeakable and full 

of 



Of a Religious Life. 

ef Glory on the one Handy tind Torments enJlefs 
and intolerable on the other ! hdjt thiHi given 
us the Light of Reafon to guide us^ mid Ju^ 
feradded that of thy Holy Spirit to illumi^ 
nate and injirud us ; hifjl thou implanted in 
our Natures a Dread of, and Aver [ton frvm^ 
Pain and Mifery, a^d an infaliai'le and 
never^eeafing Thirji after Happinefs ; and is 
itpoffibleforusy after all this, t$ bcfo blind 
and fenjelefsy fuch Enemies to our civn Souls % 
andfo regard lefs of their eternal IViifare, as 
to prefer the dark IVayi of Sin and Uifery 
before thofe bleffed Paths that lead to the 
bright Regions ofBlifs and Glory! — Ahis I 
fuch wretched Fools are too many a?i:ong u^y 
who, notwit hjfanding all thai thou haji done 
for us, will not hear i en ^ nor be advifed, but 
run headlong into the Ways cf Sin and De^ 
firuSion. 

This indeed is a melancholy Confide* 
ration : aivd what Ihail we fay to awakea 
Men out of this fatal Lethargy, and ta 
infpire them with a juft Senfe of their 
Danger ? what, but intreat them to confi* 
der, that, unlefs they repent^ they will cer* 
tainlyperifh? For the Wrath of God is revealed 
Ogaihjt all UngodKnefs and Unrigbteoufhefs of 

B 3 Men: 



S Tfjc Great Importance 

A«8 xvii. Men :-^and though God winked at tbitimef 

' ,v Jg^orance; yet «(w >&^ commandetb ali 

Men every where to repent ; becaufe he hatb 

appointed a Day^ in which he will judge / V 

VTorld in Righteoufncfsy by that Man whom 

he hath ordained; zvhereofhe hath given Ap- 

furance unto all Men, in that he hath rdfed 

him from the Bead. In that awful day. 

Rev. VI. Sirtners will in vain call to the, AJountains 

1 6, 17. and Rods fo fall on them, and fo hide them 

from the Face of him that fitteth oh the 

throne, and from the Wrath of the Lamh.""^ 

For, when the great Day of his Wrath is 

come, who fhall then he able to jland f •— 

Who^ indeed, (hall be able to (land before 

the Face of ah incenfed God, and hear 

him pronounce that di^eadful Sentence, 

Depart from nie, ye curfedy into everlajl- 

ing Fire J prepared for the Devil and his 

,AngeJs? — Ah ! \A/ho,can bear an Eternity 

ItjxxXiuoi Horror and Defpiair ? Who can dwelt 

'4» with implacable Fiends in everlajlifig BiitH-^ 

4ngs ? 

Thefe are Cohfiderations of infinite Mo- 
ment and Concern, and fufEciently (hew 
us the great Nece(fity of denying Ungod-^^ 
linefs- and Wortdly Lujis^ and tiifing rigb^' 

teoujlf^ 
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^oujly^ fobirfy and godUly^ in this prefent 
World. But bccaufe the wcightieft Truths, 
when their Confequeuccs are not imme-' 
diately felt, are too apt to be di.frcgarded ; 
I fhall enlarge a little upon the great Ini* 
ppctanceof a religious^ Life, by endeavour- 
ing to prove thefe three Things : 

I. That there is no folid Happincfs to be 
attained in this Lifci. but in the Pra^lice of 
l^ligiotiv 

U. Thar as Religion is the only Thing 
that can make us happy while we live, fo 
therejs' nothing bur a good Life can give 
us any conafortable Profpeft,. when we come 
to die.- 

■ 

IIL That a confcienrioui Obfervancc of 
Ae Duttes^of tteligion will not only make 
lis live happily and- die comfortably ; butr 
, what is infinitely beyond all this, will mofl: 
•ertainly be rewarded with» eternal Hap-p 
pineiis in the Life to^come. 

♦ "■•■,- 

Firjl\ then, I (hall endeavour to prove, 
3%ii/ there is no /did Happinefs to be attmieJ 
in this Life but in the Praiiice of Religion. 
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. '^e Great Importance 

It has ever been the great Artifice of the 
Devil, to poffefs the Minds of .unthinking 
Menwith an Opinion, that Religion is afour, 
morofc, ill-natured Thing ; an Enemy ta 
Whatev^^l(|ff>^fant and cheaiful ; and that 
^hoeverrii^iiges in the Prafticeof it, muft 
from thatlnftant renounce all the Pleafures 
and Enjoyments af ,this Life. . But as the 
Devil is the Father of Lies^ it is no wonder 
that he fets every Thing before us in a falfc 

. and deceitful Light: It was by ihefe 
Means he deceived our firft unhappy 
Parents, and it is by the fame Methods 
be endeavours to betray theif too cre- 
dulous Pofterity. He is continually repre- 

' fenting -EW/ as Good, and Good as Evil i 
putting Darknefs for Light y and Light for 
Darkn^s. Hckujows that there is fuch a 
Beauty and Conlelincfs in Religion, as no 
one can behold it but with Love and Admi- 
ration s and therefore he endeavours to 
draw a Veil over its Luftre, and to raife in 
our- Minds frightful Ideas concerning it» 
And too many, alas ! are mifled by fuch 
falfe and unjuft Reprcfentations, 
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Of a Religious Life,' 

But would Men be perfuaded once to 
make the Experiment; would they fbrfakc 
the dangerous Paths of Sin^ and walk in 
the Way that leads to evcrlaftmg Happi- 
nefs ; would they retiref roir *^ '^mit and' 
Tumult of a loofe and difordeicu Life, and 
liften to the ftill Voice of Reafon and Re-i 
ligion, they would quickly find how grofsly 
they have been cheated, and wonder how 
it was poflible they (hould fo long have 
been deceived. They would foon difcovcr, 
and then admire, th9 Beauty of Holi* 
nefsi and be thoroughly convinced that 
there is no Pleafure like that of a good 
Confcience ; no real and folid Happinefs 
but what refultsfrom a Life of Virtue and- 
Holisefs. They would then blcfs the 
happy Change they had' made, and would 
not part with their Intereft in Heaven for 
the greatell Enjoyments this World could 
^ivc fhem- All thofe empty Pleafures 
which once captivated and cnfnared them» 
would then appear mean and contemptible, 
and nothing would be thought of any rciit 
Value,, but what fets them forward in the 
Wajf of Salvation. 

B5 Q happy 



tz fbe Great Importance 

O happy JMan! (whofoever Thou art) that 
haft made this tioble Trial, a'fid by a trub 
and fincere Repentancfe an reftored to the 
Favour and Love of God ! Thou haft turned 
away thifie Eyti from beholding Vanity, . and 
canft now look up with Confidence td 
God, and relilh the Pleafures of a virtuous 
Life. How is thy Mind filled With Love 
and Joy and Admiration, whfen Thou con- 
fidereft, that by the Grace and Goodnefs 
©f God, Thou art refcued out of the Jaws 
of the devouring Lion, and art delivered ' 
from Fear and Shatne and Self-condemtia- 
tion : the fure Attendants of a guilty Con- 
fcience I 

We may have fome Idea of the Happirieft 
of fuch a Man, by confidering what is tl*e 
Pleafure of a redeemed Captive when re- 
ftored to his Country, his Liberty, and his 
Friends ; or of a Mariner got fafe to Shore 
after a Storm, wherein be was eVery Mo- 
ment in Expeftation of being fwallowed up 
by the Deep. And yet it muft be owned, 
the Comparifon falls infinitely fliort : For, 
what Slavery js fo great as that of a Sotjl 
under the Bondage and dominion of Sin r 
Or, what arc the moft terrible Dangers of 

the 
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tbe Sea^ when compared with thofe to V^hich 
the SinDcr is continually expofed i 

But 'have *aot fome, it may- be- afked^ 
made'Tfisll of jl<ligioni and yet have found 
lio Satisfadion therein; as may be con* 
dudcd from their returning again to their 
former Courfe of -Life? It is true, there arc 
jfome Ii^ftanoes (and fad ones thcy^ are, God' 
knows) of fuch, who after they have been 
0nce enlightened, and have tkjfted of the hea^ - 
venly Gift, and been made' Partakers of the 
Holy Ghajij have yet fallen away\ and en- 
tered again into a Life of Siiv and Debau* 
chery; But has this been owing to a Dif- 
Hke of Religion ?. By no* means ; but ra- 
ther to-a want of Gare in not avoiding thtf 

Company which has formerly feduced them \ 
or to a Forgetfulnefs, or at leaft a» Negleft, 
of the Vows and Refolutions they have 
made; or, it may be, they have fallen un- 
tJer fome violent Temptation, which they 
have not fo vigoroufly refifted as they 
might and ought to have done : inflance^, 
however, of this kind, I truft, are but 
rare. Whereas, on the cither hand, how 
jxrany are there, who having forfaken tbi^ 

B 6 Com-^ 
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Company and ConTcrfation of the Wkked i 
and^ having lamented the Folly and Mad- 
nefs of their pail Lives, have, from being 
the Slaves oi Sin and Satan, become the 
Servants of God? Thefe will tell you, 
from their own Experience, that they have 
found more true Peace and SatisfafticHi in 
conquering one vicious Habit, than ever 
they met with in the moft fcnfual Enjoy* 
fne'nt -, that all their p^fl (inful Pleafures 
yield them now no other Fruits, than thofe 
bitter ones of Sharae and Remorfe i That in 
Religion, on the contrary, they frnd fuch a 
Spring of Comfort continually refreihing 
their Souls, as they would not part with for 
all that this World can poflTibly give them; 
jhat they tafte fuch.a Pleafure in the Service 
^^1 6f God, as makes them, with holy David, de- 
rii. 4. 'fire to dwell, in the Houfe of the Lord all the 
Days cf ibeir Lives, to behold the fair Beauty 
if the Lord, and to vifit bis Temple ; and, like 
hUt>j eftecm it better to be a Dior^ieeper in 
the Houfe of the Lord, one" of the meaneft of 
God's Servants, than to dwell in. the Tents of 
Uniodlinefs^ amidft the Delights and Plea- 
iures of a wicked and debauched World. 

Indeed, 
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Indeed, nothing can give a Man fo 
quifite a Satisfaction^ as to refleA upon the 
Aftions of a well-fpent Life ; to confider 
that he has made God his Friendi and 
fecured an Intereft in the Favour of Him^ 
who is the eternal Source and Fountain of 
all Good ; infinite in Mercy and Loving^ 
kindnefs, as well as in Power ; not only 
able, but willing and ready, to help and 
ai&ft him in all Difficulties : a Being to 
whom he may have Recourfe under all 
Trials and Temptations, under the greateft 
Calamities and Troubles of Life ; to whom 
he may lay open all his Wants and Infir* 
mities, pour forth all his Sorrows and Af- 
fli£lions, and may at all Times with Confi- 
dence look up, as being aflured that he 
has a powerful IntercefTor in Heaven, JefusCoVu i 
Cbrift the Righteous, in whom we have 
Redemption ibrougb bis Bloody even tbe For^ 
givenefs of Sins ; and who is able /^ f^*^^^ , . 
them to the uttermofi that come unto God by,^^. ' 
him, feeing he ever liveth to make Inierceffion 
for them. I fay, for a Man to confider 
tbefe Things ; to think that he is anfwer- 
' .ing the End of his Creadon \ that he is 

doing 



cxiv. 



fhe Great ^r^rime0^ 

amng'the Work for which he i^ fettf^iftto^ 
the W^orld ; tKat he i« become a Menih^ 
dfChrift^ a Child of God, -smd ^n Inheritor 
tffbe Kingdom cf Hettveti : How muft ftidhf 
Thoughts chear aha rtfrefh his ^foxA wkte 
a folid, ftibftantial, an'd^Wflitig plcafwev 
bl Comparifon whereof all the vaiti^ atid 
empty ^Enjaymems of 'this World -arc as 
nothing. 

Butthen, on the contrary, fona wicked" 
Ma n to cbrrfider, that -fl^ Face of the Lard 
ahn is agahtfi -them that do ^vily and-corrfequent 1 y 
that he h *ra the Number x)f thofe againft 
whom 'God has declared his difpleafure j; 
that, iiiftead of working ottthis Satvaiionwith 
'Fearnnd TremMingy he is dzWy heaping 7/^ 
fo himfelf fFratb agairrfi the^Day of Wrath ; 
and though (it tnay be) he is fiov^ft loathed 
with Purple and j^e Linen^ and fares fump^^ 
tuoujiy every Day i though he may at pre- 
feet live in all the Gaiety -and Splendor,* 
the Pomp and Luxury, of a-great Fortune, 
yet there will conje a Time (and, for 
aught he kncws, it may not be many Mo- 
ments off) when he Ihall be ftript of all 
bis Pleafures and Enjoyments, and want 
• cvea a Drop of Water to cool his tongue :— 

5 Surely, 
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Strrelyi Tuch Tboi:^hts«s thefemuA ftrifce 
the'Samier mxh Horror and ABiuement^ 
Add| like Be/Jhazzm- When be few tke Hand^ 
ivritifi^ vpm the W^ally make him trenble^ 
even in the midftof hisigreateid Mirth and 
Jtrflity. 

Aild <^n a MT^h vith fiieh 'Rcfledioos is 
his Miiid (and thefe, or fi:>methtQg like 
tfaefe^ tvrll be fure tb bauat the Sinner) be 
£rid to be faa|)jiy ? Are- the Stings of Goi^ 
fcience^ the Teitors^of an Almighty Judge, 
andtbedrtfadful'E^pedationsbf God'^ Yen* 
geailoe, cOtlfiftent i^hh a Itate of Happi* 
ticfs ? — A\%% ! the Libertine nriay flatter 
himfblf as he pleafes; and think to deceive 
fathers, foy putting on an Air of Gaietjr 
ttnd Pleafamhefs ; but, it is certain, hia 
Mind can never foe long at reft, while he 
itarries about him a faithful Monitor, that 
"Will be continually upbraiding him for his 
li'ony and Madncfs ; reprefentin^ before 
his Eyes the Dan'gers he is expofed to, 
and croffing hira*, as it were, in his Way, 
-'While he'is in full Purfuit of his unlawful 
. Pleafures.-^And though he may perhaps 
be able fometimes to iilcnce the Clamours 

of 
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of this troublefome Companion, by mere 
dint <rf Noife and Extravagance j. yet when 
his PalTions abate (as they will ndt always 
bear to be upon the Stretch) and the Man 
grows cool, he will find the Upbraidings 
of his Confcience return upon him with 
the greater Violence. The Shame ,and 
Angui£h,.tbe Hocror and Goofufion, that 
he will then fed, will infinitely OTerbalance 
all the SatisfaAtons he Can nofet with in 
the Enjoyment of his finful Pleafures^ 

' I own, indeed, this is not the Cafe of 
crery Sinner. A Man, by a long Courfe of 
Wickednefs, may arrive atfuch an hardened 
State, as t6 be incapable of any virtuous 
Impreflions ; his Soul may be feared^ as it 
were, with an hot Iron, and be fallen, into 
fuch a deep and fatal Lethargy, as nothing 
perhaps fllal^ be able to awaken it, till it 
comes to feel tfce very Torments of the 
Damned. But no one, I believe, will 
think thi?^ to be a State of Huppinefs. . 

The truth is, if we confider a wicked 
Man with refpeft to this world only, ab- 
ftraftedly from what will be his Portion 
hereafter, we fhall find that there are many 

and 
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and great Evils to which he is expofed, 
bcfid'cs the Torments of a guilty Confcicncc. 
Are not Pains and Aches, Rottennefs and 
Dlfeafcs^ the natural Effeds of Luft and In* 
temperance? Poverty and broken Fortunes, 
of Pride and Prodigality I Does not Paffion, 
and Anger, and Revenge, frequently ex- 
pofe Men to mifchievous, and, many timeSf 
fatal Quarrels and. Contentions ? Robbery, 
Theft, and Murder, bring upon others a 
Ihameful and untimely End ? How many 
Evils are there in the Worlds that are 
the immediate EScAs of Men's Vices ! 
From whence cotnu H^ars . and Fightings 
amMg you f fays St. James ; come they iw/J*"*«^^»' 
hence ^ even of your Lnjh that tvar^Tn yiif/' i 
Members ? And from the fame fatal Source 
are derived many of thofe other Evil^ 
and Calamities which fome Men labour un. 
der. If we trace them to their Original, 
we fhall find them to be the natural Fruits 
of Men's Luds and Paflions, and to have 
proceeded from their covetous and am- 
bitious Defires, and the Gratification of 
their unruly Lufts and Appetites^. In« 
deed, how cam it be otherwife, if we 
confider, that the Curfe of the Lord is ^^p^o^^a] 

the^^^ 
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ixuihe Hmfe of the Wicied; and thai Emt ' 
picrfnetb Sinners? How can any Thing bur • 
Mifery attend him, who has provoked the 
anger of an Almighty God ? 
. Let u* now confider, what is the Lot' 
and Portion of good Men in this World ;< 
and whether the Praftice of Virtue and* 
Rigliteoufncfe is not the jnoft likely way 
a Man can take to promote his prefent . as* 
well as future Haj^inefs, and to make his 
Pilgrimage here on Earth a State of toler* 
able Safe ai^d Comfort. 

S^hfnsn had as much Experience of the 
I^fures of the World as ever Man hadv 
and tried as many Way$ to. make htm-^ 
fdif happy as bis 'H«rr cbuld devife? 

jj^hating A^ nothit^from his Eyes $hat theft 
iiffiredi nvr with-keld" bU Heart ftm My 
J^y \ and yet, when he came to ca'ft up? 
the Account, befoimd this te be the Sum' 
tii^i^thaf all was Canity -and^ Vex ati^m of 

i. Spirit. Accordingly, when he is inftfuft* 
i»g hJs Son in the Way^ of true Happi-^ 
iiefs, be advifes him to g^t Wifdom and 
U)iderjianding : fop, Wifdom j fays he, is the 
princfful Thing : therefore get Wifdm ; and 

imt'b ait thy H^lf^yg^ Underjtanding^ And^ 

as 
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« afn Encouragement to do fo, Re tells 

him, that happy is the Man that ftidethf^^yf^-^ 
Wifdom, and the Mqn that getteth Under- i^t ^c 
Jianding : For the Merchandize of it rs better 
Jhan the Merchandize of Silver^ and the 
Gain thereof than fine Gotd. She is more 
precious than Rubies, and all the Things i/ftne 
canfi defire are not to be compared unto her^ 
Length of Days is in her right Hand^ and in 
heir left Hand Riches and Honour. Hef" 
IVays are Ways of Pleafantnefs^ and all her 
Paths an Peace. This Wifdom and \3rt» 
derftandingy wbmh he recommendt^ as a: 
Trcafunc of fo great Value, » not thr 
Wifdom of this World (for that is FooUfh^^ 
nefs v)ith Gody i Cor. iiu 19!); btit it is 
the Wifdom that cometh from above, which 
ti^ill tntike cs ^h xsntx> Salvation : tbc 
Wifdom (sf Mvlhg in the Fear and Lotcf 
of Gbd, and m a drift Obedience tb his 
Commandments. The Fear of the Lord, 
fays he, is the Beginning of tVifdom, et^d^^J'^ 
the Knowledge of the Holy vs Underfianding. 
Or, as it is in Job, Behold tbt Fear cf tBe 
Lord, Thai is mfdomyand^to depart from^^^^'''^'' 
Evil isVnderfliiHding. 

Behold 
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Behold then the Excellency of Reli- 
gion ! it not only fecurcs to us a Re* 
verfion of endlefs Happinefs, but m^kes- 
our Lives at prcfent eufy and delightful : the 
very paths of Religion are pleafant, as well ^ 
as'the End to which they lead. It is true, Vice 
has its prefcnt Pleafures as well as Virtue : 
but then there is this Difference between 
them ; the Pleafures of Sin -are weak^ 
fliort-lived, and only varnifticd over 5 they 
begin and end alinoft in the fame Mo* 
mentj and can never be purchafed but 
at the Expence of much fucceeding Trouble^ 
Shamci and Self-cendemnation. Whereas 
tbofe which refuh from a holy and re* 
ligious Life, are fubftantial, iincere, (leadjr 
and fecurc : they leave no Difguft upoa 
the Mind ; no Loathings and Diflike ; arc 
neither accompanied with ShamCi nor fol* 
lowed with Remorfe or Sadnefe: thofe 

« 

bitter Allays to all finful Gratifications- 
•* We may talk of Pleafures and Enjoy- 
** menis, fays a ♦ Great Prelate of our 
^ Churchy but no man ever truly found 
^^ them, till he became acquainted witKi 
^ God, and was made fendble of hia 

* AlrcU. ^York| f» bU fVume ofSirmnst p. joi* 

J^xLove^ 



0/jRBLiGioi;sLiFS« 9 

** La?e, and Partaker of his Heavenly 
^* Eavours, at)d lived in an entire Friend- 
^* ibip^and Communion with bkn." No 
<rertain]y ; ReKgion is the only Happi* 
nefs of a rational Creaturei the only Thing 
that can gi?e us any true and real Satif* , 
fadion ; all other Pieafures arc, at beft, 
but fliort and tranfitory ; but in Religion 
we find a Delight and Satisfa^ion, which 
is folid^ fubftantial, and lading; a Delight 
that grows and improves under Thought 
and Reflexion • 

•• Whenever (io ufe the Words of an^ 
cfbeir excellent Perfon) " an Adion is good 
and virtuous it is not only natural| but 
carries with it a Felicity flowing from, 
and effeniial to, the very Nature of it, 
** Paternal, <ronjugal, filial AfFeftion; are 
^ they not fuH of Delight? Juftice, Friend* 
** fliip, Beneficence, aH the Offices of Hu- 
** manity, and the whole Train of Virtues . 
•* docs not the Exercife of them adminiftcr 
*^ the moll fincere and lafting Joy ? The 
^* Propenfity there is in us towards them, ^ 
*^ and the Satisfaction there is in the 
<* doing of them, does, iu Difpofitlons 

•« not 
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** .o<?t debauched, lead moft irrefiftibijr - 
^ 4» the psaflice of them : We have, when 
^« we are about thein, no boding, mifgiving 
^ Thoughts, no forbidding Whifpers, 
^ no fecret RcluSancy : Gamfort, Com- 
<* ptacency ^f Mind, and a granulating 
^ Confci^ncc;, always accon^pany (uch Ac-- 

^ tion$.'' 

What a perpetual Source of J(yy and 

Cpmf(M:t is a godd Confcience ! It glad- 
4dcns the Heart, chears and ref refecs the 
Soul, and fills the Mind with a cpnftant 
Qerenity and Chcarfulnefs, which is infi- 
nitely to be preferred before the noify 
/Mirth of Fools and Madmen. Hp that 
is poffeflfed of this ineftimable Jewel, has* 
a Treafure greater than all the Riches of 
.thch4ies: A Tmafure, which he always 
-carrifts about wit;i him, and which nei- 
.ther the Malice < > the Devil, nor th« 
Wickednefs of ^f^vt, can rob him of* 
And fo long as he retains this Fund of 
Joy aail Comfort (as he may always do, 
vnlefs he is wretchedly, wanting to him- 
(elf), he can never be truly miferable. For 
a good Confcience^ as it gives a Relilh to all 

our 



>Qf tf1!lEi.i^i^tT9 Life. ^ 

iodf out^rd Enjo^mcntfii^ fo it abates aoU 
takes off the 'Edge of tbeiharpefl: AfBio- 
tion ; and not only enables a Man to 
bear up under prefent-fivils, bat fortifies 
him againft the Dread and Apprchen- 
<fion of future ones. It avms -him with 
fCourage ^lid Riefolution, sfnd gifes him 
/uch a 'Firmncfs and Prefence of Mind^ 
as makes him able to endure the grcateft 
Shock. Sobmon ohfctveSf thsitfbeWsfiid^ror. 

• • • 

Jlee, when no Man furfuHh \ but ibe Righte-^^"^^^' '• 
oui are bold as a Lioru And the \io\f 
Pfa'lmiji tells us, that a good Man ^^ //pf. cxii. y 
>not be ihfraid of any evil Tidings : for bis 
Heart Jlandeth faft^ and believeih in the 
Lord. Tie Lord^ fays he, is my Light p^^y^ * 
,and My Sd ha tion ; whom then fhall I fear ? ^fxvii. t . 
^e Lbfd is the Strength of my Life ; of 
whom fhall I ie afraid? Tea^ thovgh /p^ ^ ... 
nvalk through the Valley of the Shadow of^! 
Deaths I 'voillfear no Evil ; for thou art 
mtb mey thy Rod and thf Staff comfort 
"me. What indeed (honld He fear, whofe 
Soul is anchored Upon the Rock of Ages ; 
who has the God of Jacob for his Help ;p- . . 
fvbofe Hope is in the Lord bis God? He 4,' 

knows 
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knows that he is in the. Hands of a moft 
grdcious and merciful Father, and is fully 
perfiiaded that all Things /hall work ioge^ 
ther for good to them that love him : He is 
^. ... afiiired, that the Eye of the Lord is upon 
17*, 18. tbem that fear him; upon them that hope 
in his Mercy to deliver their Soul from - 
Deaths and to keep them alive in Famine* 
And therefore he can rejoice in God, 
c?^n in the midft of Trouble and AflBlic- 
tion, when he conCders, that as his Af« 
. flidions come from the Hands of a good 
and gracious Being, who does not willingly 
affim the Children of Men j fo he knows 
that^tfi the Time is Jhort, ihey can be of 
2 Cor. iv.DO long Continuance, and that, if he makes 
a right Ufe of them, they ^ill work for 
him afar more exceeding and eterfial Weight 
of Glory. 

See then the Folly and Madnefs of. 
Ptiii. 8, thpfc that take not Cod for their Strength ; 
bui truji to the Multitude of jbeir Riches^ 
and Jlrengthen themfelves in their Wicked^ 
nefs^ and think by thefe Means to be for*- 
tified againft the Evils of this Life.K— 
Alas I * There are numberiefs Calamittesi 
% frotn 
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from which Wealth and Power can never 
0Klter us : and therefore if a Man with- 
draws-bis Trufl in God, and takes San<fluary 
in the StrengtK of his Wickednefs, he will 
fipd himfelf miferably miftaken when the 
Day of Adverfity comes upon him. The 
Weight of Sin fuperadded to that* of tem- 
poral Evils, is a Burthen greater than any 
Ferfon is able to bear. It js certain, what- 
ever the Great-ones of this World may 
think, nothing can alleviate the Force of 
Worldly Troubles but a good Life. It is 
nat^ and That only, which is a fufEcient 
Counterpoife to balance the Weight of any 
great Afflidlion : Nothing elfe is fufficient 
to fupport a Man in the E'Oil Days of 
his Pilgrimage, and to fuftaia his Spirit 
under the greater Calamities of this Life, 
AH other Experiments, how prbmifing 
focver, wrll be found vain and ineffefitual. 
The Confcioufnefs of having in fome 
Meafure lived holily and unblameably, 
will make him look up mAi a chear- 
ful Afliirance to the great Supporter of 
his Being j enable him to fee through 
the'darkeft Clouds of Sorrow and Afflic* 

C tion. 
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tien, and brfiold ' with an TEyc of Faiih 
riiaf heaircnly Country to which he is tra- 
velling, and where he hopes fhortly to ar- 
rive. And this, though it will not wholly 
remove the Affliftions which God is fome- 
times pleafed^ for wife and good Ends, to 
fend u; on Tome Men in this Life, nor niake , 
us infenfible of the Pangs that attend 
them \ yet it will mightily leflen and ener- 
vate their force, and enable us to bear 
up under them with Courage and even 
Qiearfulnefs. For, how ftrong a Confolation 
muft it be for a good Man, under bodily 
Pains, or Grief of Mind, to contemplate^a 
State where there (hall be no more Sorrow^ 
^ no more Pain, and where all %e<nrs Jball bie 
wiped for tvtr from ihis Eyes ! Or, if he is 
under the Preflure of Want and extreme 
Neceflity, how muft it fupport and re- 
lieve his finking Spirits to confider, that he 
feb. xili.has a father in Heaven, who wi/l never leave 
bim, nor for Jake him^ how much foever he may 
at prefent think fit to deprive him of outward 
Comforts ! an3 that there is no Perfon in* 
the World fo great, fo profperoas, or -fo 
happy, but that (having a little Patience^ 
he bimfelf (hall be more fo ! 

The 
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The Sum of what I have faid upon this 
Head is fo elegantly ej^rcffed by the Au- 
thor of a late Eflay upon the Omnipre- 
fence of God, that, I believe, I (hall leave 
this Refleaion more ftrongly upon my 
Reader's Mind, if I give him the Words 
of that unknown, but excellent, Perfon. 
• How happy* (Tays he, fpeaking of the 
Intercourfe there is betwixt God and the 
Sools of good Mcn^ * how happy is an in- 
telleduai Being, who, by Prayer and 
Meditation, by Virtue and good Works, 
opens this Communication between God 
and hts own Soul ! Though the whole 
Creation frowns upon him, and all Nature 
looks black about him, he has his Light 
and Support within him, that are^ able to • 
cheer his Mind, and bear him up in the 
raid ft of all thofe Horrors which cncom<. 
pafs him. He knows that his Helper is 
athan^, and is always nearer to him than 
any thing elfe can be which is capable 
of annoying or terrifying him : in the 
midft of Calumny or Contempt, he attends 
to that Being, who whifpers better-Things 
within his Soul, and whom he looks 

C 2 * upon 
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upon as his Defender, his Glory, zndtbe 
Lifter'Up of his Head. \iv his dcepeft 
Solitude and Retirement he kn5ws, that 
he is in Company with the greateft of 
Beings ; and perceives within himfelf fuch 
real Senfations of his Prefence, as ate 
more delightful than any thing that can 

be met with/ in the Converfation of his 
Creatures. Even in the Hour of Death 
he confiders the Pains of his DifToIution 
to be nothing elfe but the breaking-down 
of that Partition, which ilands betwixt his 
Soul and the Sight of that Being,- who is 
always prefent with hion, and is about' 
to manifeft itCslf to him in Fulnefs of 
Joy. ^ 

^ If we would be thus happy, (to ^ 
oh with the Words of this pioUs Author/* 

* and thus fenfible of our Maker's Pne- 

* fence, from the fecret E&Q:s of his 

* Mercy and Goodnefs; we muft keep 

* fuch a Watch over all our Thoughts^ • 
^ that, in the Language of the Scripture,* 

* his Soul' may have Pleafure in us \ we 
« muft take care not to grieve * his Holy 
< Spirit, but endeavour to make the Me- 

* ditations 
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ditations of our Hearts always acceptable 
in bis Sight, that he may delight thus to 
refide and dwell in us. The Light of 
Nature could diredt Seneca to this Doc- 
trine^ in a very remarkable Paflage among 
his E^piiilts \ facer ineji in nobis Spiritus, 
bmorum malorumgue Cujios fc? Obfervator ; 
& quemadmodum nos ilium fra^amus, ita 
&? ille nos. There is a Holy Spirit refid- 
ing in us, who watches and obferves both 
good and evil Menj and will treat us after 
the fame manner that we treat him. But 
I fliall conclude' Cfays the fame Au- 
thor) * this Difcourfc with thofe more em- 
phatical Words in Divine Revelation : If 
"Uny Man love me, be will keep my JVord^ and 
my Father will love him, and we will come 
\ unto him, and make our Abode wifh him.' 

I have thus far confidered a good 
Life, Firji, as it fills our Minds with 
Joy and Beace and Comfort^ and de- 
^livers us from thofe uncafy Reflexions 
which haunt and torment the Sinner : 
And, Secondly^ as it is a Means to fecure 
us from thofe Evils, which are the im- 
mediate l£ffe<fls •f Sin ; and fupports 

C 3 H g 
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US under fuch Affliftions as it pleafes God, 
ma»y Times, to fend upon good Men iff 
this World, I /hall now confider it with 
refpeft to fome other- Advantages it hath, 
above that of a wicked Courfe of Aflibns : 
and I hope it will fully appear, that there 
is nothmg folikely to fecure a Man's Hap- 
pinefs in this World, as a ftrift Obfervancc 
of the Precepts and Duties of Rciigiom 

St. Pettr lays it down as an undoubted 

Truth, that whofoever defires to live happi- 

Pcf. iii.^t ^^ft live holily. He that will love li/Jr, 

o, ii; fays he, and fee good Days, let him refrain 

his Tongue from Evil, and his Lips that they 

fpeak no GuiU ; let him efihew Evil, , and d^ 

. Good. And thaReafon. that temporal Prof* 

perity is fo likely to bt the Lot and Portion 

Vet. lii.o^ ^^^ Religious Man is, becaufc the Eyes 

- ' of ihe Lord. are over the Righteous, and^his 

i -"xiv. Ears are open' unto their Ftayers y bui tht 

^' ''^' Face of the- Lord is againfi them that do EviU 

It is very evident^ from the whole Tenor 

cf the Scriptures, that the Providence of 

God does very much intereft itfelf in the 

Clare and Support of good Men in ^his 

Worlds Q^ tafie- and fee,, fays the holy 

Pfalmifl^ 
z 
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Pfalmi^: bow gracious the Lord is! Bl'ffcd'^^' xxxiv. 
is the Man that trufieth in him. Ofear ye^' ^' '""^ 
the Lord^ ye that are his Saints : for^ they 
that fear him • lack nothing. The Lions 4% 
lackf andfuffer Hunger ; but Jhey whofeek 
the Lordjball ztant no manner of thing, that 
is good. How remarkable arc the Word* 
of the wife Son of Siracb to this Purpofc ! 
Look at the Generations of old/ fays he, ^/iVEcdcf. 11. 
ever any truft in the Lord, and was con- ^^* 
founded ? or did any abide in his Fear, and * 
was forfaken ? or whom did he cjer deffife 
that called upon himf Add to this chat 
Obfcrvation oi Holy Dawd: 1 have beenpCxxxflu 
youngs and now am old', yet faw I never ^S* 
tbi. Righteous forfaken^ nor hit feed be ging 
tSiir' Bread. On the contrary, ■'' >^^v^Ver. ^6. 
fien, fays he, the Ungodly in great Power, 37. 
land flour ifhing, like a green Bayrtreei I wenl 
bjff and, Ipl he was gone; I fouglH himi 
but his riaee could no where be found. - The* 
Contemplation* of God's watchful Provi^^ 
dence over good Men made the devou^^ 
Pfalmift rcfolve and fay, / will always givepc^ j^xxlt. 
ITbunks unto the Lord; his Fraife Jhall ever^* 
bpJn my Moutfo. 

C 4. It 
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It is certain, that God is a Being of infinite 
Purity and Holincfs : and as he nnuft there*- 
fore hate Iniquity with the utmoft Hatred i 
fo there k no doubt, but a ferious and con- 
fcientious Obfcrvance of the.Dutics of Re* 
• ligion will recommend a Man to his Favour 
.and Protcilion. He that feeds the Fowls 
iff the Air^ clothes the Grafs of the Fields 
and is of a Nature fo diffufively bountiful, 
as to make his Sun to i ift on the Evil, as weli 
as on the Good, and fends his Rain bxfth M 
the Juji and Uujujl ; will undoubtedly in a 
iDore peculiar manner blefs the Labours 
of an honed and induflrioustnan, and pro«> 

vide for thofe that fear him and keep hi$. 
commandments. I would not be under* 
ftood to fay, that never any wicked Man 
hath profpered, nor . any good Man been 
tinfucccfsful in this World : for^ it picafes 
God many Times, for wife and good Ends, 
to fuffer the Righteous to fall into great 
Perplexities and DiftreiTes. However, fince 

^•^* '3'thc Scriptures aflbrc us, thzt the Lord 
ivill blefs the Righteous, and comfafs bim 

f.cxVu^.witb Favour as wiih a Shield i that H^eabb 

and 
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and Riches Jhall be in the Uoufeof him that 
fearetb ihe Lord^ and deligbteth in bis Com-VLcxW.u 
mandm^nU ; that 'BUJftngs Jhall be upon his?rov.x.b. 
Head% that the Houfe of the Righteous Jhall^K^i* ?• 
fiandy and the Tabernacle of the Upright Jhallxw. i r. 
flourijhi that it Jhall be well with themEjcc\tf. 
that fear God; and in (hort, that GodlinefsV^^- 12. 
has' the Promije of the Life that now /JuTim.iv. 
as well as of that which is to come ; I think 9* 
we may certainly conclude, that a drift 
Obfcrvance of the Duties of the Chfiftian 
Keligion, is the moft likely Way a Man can 
t^e to thrive and profper in the Worlds 
and . to make his Lif« comfortable and 
happy. ^ 

And of this Truth we may be convinced, 
not only from the Teftimony of Scripture, 
but from the Reafon and Nature of Things^ 
For, let a»y one confidcr and tell me, whe- 
ther he^ho is juft and tru^ in all his Dcal- 
jng<9 honed and fmcere in all his Profef* 
fioDS, and faithful to his Word and Pro- 
mifes ; who is diligent* and indudrious in 
his Calling; who makes ithiscondantRule 
to do to all men as he would they fliould do 
to him ; and is fo far fron^endcavouring to 

C 5 o?cr- 
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over-reach and defraud his Neighbour, that 
he choofes rather to forego the greatefl: 
Gain, than purchafe it at the Expence of 
the leaft In}uftice: I fay, let any. .one tetl 
me, whether tt is not much more proba- .- 
ble, that fuch an one (hould enlarge his 
Fortune in the World, than he that ^&» 
th« very reverfe of all this ; that prafiifes 
all the Arts of Cheating and Lying, hi 
Over-reaching and Circiimvention, and 
(loops to every Thisg, how bafe and dif- 
honeft Ibever, which he thinks will turn to 
his prefcnt Profit; that confiders not fo 
much how honed and upright his AAion^ 
are, as how proBtable ; and cares not what 
bis Neighour fuffers by his Injuftice, if he 
himfelf does but get by it. Such a maa 
when^ he comes to be Icnown (as he will 
not be able long to conceal himfelf)^, will 
certainly lofe his Credit and Reputation; 
he will become hated and defpi(%d, and 
cv^ry one will be afraid to have any 
Deafings with him* On the other 
hand, the honcft and upright Man (be- 
fides the Blefiing of God> which ^ cai>- - 
aot fail of) will be Xure to meet with" \ 

the i 
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the Love and Efleem of all that know hitin 
he will have few, if any. Enemies ; but 
will have many Friends; and thofe fome of 
the wifeft and beft of Men, who will be 
always ready to help and affift him, and be 
glad of every opportunity of promoting his 
Intereft and Happinefs. 

2. ^Another great Bleffing of Life, and 
what gives a Reli(h to all other Enjoyments, 
itf Health. And who is more liktly to obtain 
this Bleffing than- the Religious Man ? for 
will not Temperance, Sobriety, and Virtne 
(Duties which he praftifes), conduce more 
to ^ found and vigorous Conftitution of 
Body, than Surfeiting and Drunkennefs, 
Luft, and Intemperance ; the mifchievous 
Effedts.of which are too vifible to bede-pj.^^.. 
Died? Who hath'WojP (faid Solo?non) whoym'xW. 
hath Sorrow? who hath Contentions? who'^9^'i^* 
bath Babling ? who hath Wounds without 
Caufe ? who hath Rednefs of Eyes? They that 
tarry long at the IVine^ they that go to^ fetk 
mixedWine. VVhaiSicknefsandDifeafeshave 
fome Men brought upon*thcmfelves, merely*" 
by their TExceflTes and Debaucheries ! Drf* 
raics, which ha\ce not tei^rmnuted withthek 
' C-6 Qaxa 
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own Lives, but have been cntaiied upon 
their unhappy Pofterity ! And- how can it 
be otherwife, unlefs it (houldpleafe God to 
change the' Nature of Thinjgs ? for, if Men 
will run into thofe ExceiTes which inflame 
and corrupt their Blood; it is no Wonder 
that a Fever, or Dropfyi or fomc more fatal 
Diftemper, fliould proceed from fuch Difor- 
. ders. And when a vicious or debauched 
Parent has brought Rottennefs into .his own 
Bones ; though the Children may be free 
from the Vices of their Father, yet they fre- 
qt^ently feel all their Lives the mifchicvous 
Effefts of his Tranfgreffiofis. 

3. Again : a cheerful and ccntenttd Mind 
is another great Bleffing of Life; for, 
without it, nothing in this World can maker 
us happy. And by what means ihalla Man 
obtain this, but by the Fraflice of Reli- 
gion ? ^hat will leach him to refign his Will 
to God, to fubmit to all the Difpenfations 
©f his Providence, and to be patient and ^ 
eafy, chearful and fatisfied, under every 
Difappointihent and Trouble he meets 
with ; as knowing that Gpd is the fove- 
reign Difpofer of aH Things ; a JBeing of 
infinite ^ Goodncff^ Kindnefs, and Love; 

that 
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that'ife does not willingly cffiiB the Children 
efMen^ but makes every Thing w^rk together 
for g0od to them that love him. And how 
quiet, Cdiy^ and contented, muft fucb a . ' 
Man be under all Events I He hat learned, 
^with St. Fittd^ how to abound^ snd b§w 
to want ; and as he is not puffed up u^th 
tbe one, fo neither is he ca(t down, when, ^ 
it pleafes God to (end tbe other i but goes 
through the W^ld with a chtarful, even, 
and cbntented Mind, undidurbed by that - 
Inquietude,^ Impatience, and Diicontaent, 
from which a prbud, envious, and ambiti- 
ous,' Man is feldom, \t ever, free, 

4. Peace is another great Bleifih^, 
highly conducive to the Happinefs of 
Life: and to this the religious Man has 
the jufteft Claim. He confiders, that, (/*! John h 
God Jh loved us^ as to fend his Son to be tbe^^^^^* 
Propitiation for our Sins, we ought alfo to 
love one another; and therefore he is an 
Enemy to no Man, but kind and good- 
Aaturcd and obliging to all ; and, if any 
one is fd^ unreafonable as to reward him 
Evil for Goody (as the Pfalm{ft complains 
fomc had done to himfelf) yet, in Imita- 
tion' of his BlefTed Saviour, wh#fd Example 

5 he 



4o The Great Import Mce 

he' continually fets before him, he doe» 

Matt.T. Good to them that hate bim^ and prays for 

^' them that defpitefully ufe bim, and perfecuie 

1 Pet. ii. him. fVhcn ht" is reviled y he reviles not 

^S* again \ when be fvfferSy he threatens not^ 

but committeth bimfelf to him that ju^etb 

righteoujly. He refolves, as St. Paul ad- 

Eph.iv. vifes, to put away all BittemefSj and 

^^' Wrath and Anger y and Clamour ^ and Evii^ 

/peaking, with all Malice \ and endeai* 

Jam. iii. yours to attain that Wifdom which- is 

^T* from,' above y which is firjl pure, then 

peaceable, gentle ^ and eafy to be in treated^ 

full of Mercy ^nd good Fruits. And this 

Principle of Lave, and Charity, and 

Good-will to Mankiirf, as it renders the 

Mind quiet and eafy^ cakn and compofed; 

fo it makes a Man not only happy in him- 

felf, but a Bleffing and Comfort to aH 

about him ; and confequently attradks the 

Love, and Efteem, and Admiration, of 

all thofe that fee and feel the kind and 

Pf.cxix, henign Influences of fo divine a Temper. 

J 65. Gyeat Peace^ fays the Pfalmiji, have they 

which love thy Law, and nothing Jhall of-- 

fend them. And the Prophet afTures us. 

If. xxxu. That the Work of Righteoufnefs fhall he 

^^ Peace \ 



\ 



Of a Keligiotts Lipb. 

PiMce; and the EffeSl of Righieaufnefr^ 
^ieinefs and Affurance for ever. 

But now, on the other hand, the Life 
«f, an angry and revengeful Man is all 
Storm and Tempeft: he is like ^jfj^n, 
troubled Sea when it cannot reji^ wbofe^o. 
. Water cajl up Mire and Dirt. He is a 
Stranger to^ Peace, and all the blefled 
FruitSi and EfFedb of it;, for, where £«- James i 
vying and Strife is , there is Confujion and^^* 
every evil Work. His Mind is continually 
reftlefs and uneafy, agitated to and fro 
yfm\i the violent Force of unruly Paffions^ 
which lead him on from one Evil to an* 
other," and frequently hurry him into thofc ' 
that arc of a> very mifchicvous tlonfc^ 
quence. What Mifery and Torment knuft 
a Man feel, who is poffeffed with a 
Spirit fo direftly contrary to that of the 
Gofpel! how little can he tafte of the 
true happinefs of Life, whofe Mind is 
always difcordant and out of Tone! He 
may i>erhaps fojfefs a great deal of the 
World,' but can enjoy very little of it : 
for, what Comfort can He find from any 
Thing in this World, who has no Feakc 
m his own Mind ; who is at Enmity with 

himfelff 
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himfelf, and -with almoft every one dfe, 
' and is capable of being put out of 
Humour by every ' trifling, crofs Acci- 
cjent? Is it poffible for a Man of fuch 
a Temper to be happy, even in the midft 
of the greateft Profpcrity ? No, certainly.: 
It is the mcek-fpirited-, that our Saviour 
hath pronounced Blejfed •, they Jhall inherit 
the Earthy and be, refrejhed^ as the VJalmifi 
fpeaks, in the Multitude of Peace^ and fliaii 
6nd ^ real Comfort in whatever they pof- 
fefsi which, though it (hould happen to 
be but little, yet, being enjoyed in Peace 
and Quiet, and with a contented Mind, 
will undoubtedly yield them a much greater 
and truer Satisfa£lion, than a Man of a 
contrary Difpoiition can rieap from large 
Poffei&ons and ample Revenues. 

5. I fliall mention but one Advantage 
more which a good Man has above si 
wicked one as to this World; and that 
is, in refpefl of dutiful and obedient Child'' 
ten : which is allowed by all to be a great 
Bleffing in itfelf, and is what, I think, the 
former has much more Reafon to* ex'*^ 
ptfl and hope for, than the lattert For, 

if 
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If it pleafes God to blefs a good Man 
with Childreiii he begins very early to 
inftill into th^ir tender Minds the Prin* 
ciples of Virtue and Religion ; be teaches 
them tfnnkember their Creator in the Days 
, cf their Touth^ and brings them up ^in the 
ii^^'Fear and Admonition of the Lord. He 
fees before them, in his own Conduct, the 
Example of a' holy and religious Life; 
and endeavours to wean them from the 
Pride and Vanity of the World, and from 
thofe hurtful Lufts and PafTions, which tend 
only to make them miferable both here 

I and hereafter. He inftruffcs them in that 
Knowledge which is ufeful • and profitable," 
which will give them a right Underftand. 
injj of thcroftlves and of their Duty, and 
make them wife unto Salvation : and, when-. 
' tbo Grace of God co-operates with thefe 
^Endeavours; (as it will not fail to do), 
what coiflfortablc Hope^ may not fuch a 
Parent entertain of reaping the happy 
Fruits of all his Labours! Inftcad of" 
looking upon his Children with Grief 
and Trouble, and having his grey Hairs* 
by their Means, brought down with Sor- 
row to the Grave 5 how much rather 

may 
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may he expc6t to behold them with Plea*^ 
fure and Delight, when he fees them as \ 
fo many Olive-brancbes round about bit | 
TabUy fruitful in every good Work, and : 
increafingin the Knowledge and Love of 
God? 

There is no Pcrfon, I believe, but will 
allow, that this is the moft likely Way a* ' 
!Maa can take to- be happy in his Chil- . 
dren ; ^d though it Ihpuld not prove. 
eflFeftual, (for, Succefs is not in our own 
Power) 5 yet of this he may be alTuredi . 
that his pious and fmcere £ndeavour3^ to 
train up his Children in a fober, honeft^ 
and religious Cdurfe of Life^ will cer« 
tainly recommend him to the Favour 
and Love of God ; as is manifed fronv 
the great Regard God exprefled for Abra^ 
Gtfi.tvixubam , on this very Account. Jind f6i 
*7#i8|i9'j>^ faid, Jhall I bide from Abraham 
that tbing whiih I do; feeing^l^atr Abraham 
Jball furely beconie a great- and mighty 
Nation^ and all the Nations of the Earth 
Jhall be blejjed in him ? For. I know, him^ , 
that he will cmntand bis ChHdren and :bU 
Houjbold after him, and they Jhall keep tb^ 

W^ <f ^^ ^<^^4^ ^<^ ^ 7if///Vtf and Judg^ 

menti 
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ment ; that the Lord may bring upon Abra^ 
basil that which be batb ffoken of him. 
This is a great Encouragement to Pa- 
rentSi to be Tcry careful in the Education 
of their Children : they are making Pro- 
\ vifion- for their own Happinefs^ at thcs. 
lame Time that they are endeaTouring 
I CO fecure that of their ChildrcD. And^ 
flionld they be difappoimcd in tbefe their 
piouSt Endeavours, they are laying up in: 
[ Store a good Foundation of Corr.fort, to^ 
; tbem£elves at lead, againft the Day of 
. Trouble; I raean^. if it Ihould plcafd 
God, that^ they (hould live to fee their 
I Children wicked and roiferable, not* 
withftanding all the Means they, havo 
efed to make them otherwife^ For^ 
they will then have the Comfort to 
confider that they are clear from the 
Guilt 'of their Childrens' Sins % and will 
bo free from thofe bitter Reflections 
that a wicked Man muft make> who 
fees his Children ruined by thofe 
Vices and Follies which has Example 
h^th taught themi or^ his Careleirnefs 
and Negle£l fufFercd them to fall inro» 
Bitter Kcfledllon^, I fay, thofe muft uu^ 

do^btedly 
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doubtedly be, which fuch a Parent \jrill 
IBake, when he confiders^ that "he has his \ 
Childrens* Sins, as well as his own, to ; 
account for; and applies 10 himfelf (an | 
he juftly may) thofe dreadful Words 
which God fpake to the Prophet E^ehieli 
Estck. ill. When I fay unto the Wicked^ thou JhaU 

furely die, and thm giveji him not Warm' 
ingj nor fpeakeji to warn the Wicked front 
bis wicked Way, to fave his Life j the fame • 
wicked Man fhall die in his Iniquity ; hut 

' his Blood will 1 require at thy Hands. O 
terrible Words of moft juft Judgment! 
How dreadful mud they found in the Ears 

• of a wicked Parent, whofe Children hav.e 
periflied through his Fault 1 

I have now confidered fome of thofe 

'Duties to which Religion obliges ns^ and 
endeavoured to ihew bow conducive they 
are to our temporal Hap|)inefs : by 
which, I hope, at fufficiently appears, how 
much good Men have the Advantage of ' 
the Wicked even as to this World ^i 
And here I cannot but take Notice of .J 
the wonderful Love of God to Man* i] 
kind, who, in order to encourage our Obe- 

iience to his Laws^ has annexed a pre* 

feat. 



\ 



Of a R S L I G 1 • U S L I F E. 

feoftj as well as future, Reward to a good 
Life ; and has fo interwoven our Duty and 
Happinef^ together, that, while we are dif- 
charging our Ot)ligatiou8 to the one, we. 
arcf at the fame Time, . making the bed 
Provifion for the other. 

How much then dq they derogate from 
the Honour of God, who reprefenf Reli- 
gion as an unprofitable and unpleafant 
Taik ! when it is plain to any Man, that 
confiders Things rightly, end is it not under 
the Prcjuclice of his Lufts and Faffions, that 
the great Deiign of Religion is to make us 
happy here, as well as hereafter. " Accord. 
sngly^ all its Rules and Precepts are fo ad- 
mirably fuited to this End, that, would Men 
be pcrfuaded to live in thePraftice of them, 
we (hould find this World a kind of Heaven 
upon Earth. 

But, had the Praftice of our Duty been 
ever fo irkfomc and uneafy, and had nor- 
thing but Trouble and Mifery been the 
Lot of good Men in this Wqrld ; yet, when 
we conCdcr, that this Life will ihortly havi 
an end, and that there is an eternal Weight 
9f Chry referved in Heaven for thofe that 
truly love and ferve God; what wife Man 

would 
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would not prefer the rugged Paths of Virttte \ 
and Rel^ion, w^hich he knows -will ihortly h 
lead him into an Eternity oFBlifs and Hap: 
.pinefs, to the Ways of Sin and Wicked- ' 
nds, (how pleafant foever he narght find 
them) where he is in Danger every Mo» - 
ment of falling into the Pit of Deftniftion, . 
and which, he is fare, will^ in a little Timci \ 
bring him into a Place of endlefs Miferjr 
and Torment ? [ 

But, fince there isinothing in ReKgloa 
but wiiat tends to make our Lives eafy^^- 
chearfulj and -contented ; nothing but what 
is fuitable to our Natures^ and agreeable ta- *^ 
the Dilates of right Reafon ; nothing but 
what will ennoble our Minds^ enlarge our ! 
Underftandings, and infpire us with a gene- 
rx)us Principle of univerfal JLove, and Cha.^ 
rity, aoB Good-will, to. Mankind; in fliorr, ^ 
fince the Commands of God are not grienfousj ' 
but his Toke is ea/y, and bis bvrthen light \ it \ 
manifeftly follows, that, as a goodJLife is i 
the higheft Wifdcm, fo a wicked one i^ the 
Extreme of Folly and Madnefs. 
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A PRATER. 

MOST gracious God! who^ 
out of thy great Love and 
tender Regard for Mankind, 
haft fet before us Life and 
Peath^ Bleffing and Curdng; and haft 
endued us with a Freedom of Will, and 
libeny to choofe the one, and avoid 
the other : and, to encourage us to make 
a right Choice, haft annexed a prefent as 
well as future Reward to our Obedience to 
thy Laws, and made the Ways of Religion 
j Ways of Pleafantnefs, and all its Paths to 
[be Peace : O give me Wifdom and Under- 
itanding, that I may not be carried away 
jhy the deceitful Pleafures of this World ; 
I but niay. fee, and know, and choofe, the 
Things which make for my Peace, and 
wherein mjr true and only Happinefs doth 
[confift. 

Convince me more and more,. that Sin is 

the gre^teft of all Evils ; that Guilt and 

[Mifery are always infeparable; and that 

there 
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there is no other folid and fubftantial Happi- v 
nefs to be attained in this Life, but that 
which- refults from the Teftimony of a good 
Confciehce, and the Hopes of thy FaYour 
and Acceptance : and grant that thefc mo- 
mentous Truths may be fo deeply imprcffed 
upon my Mind, that I may make it the fin- 
cere Endeavour of my whole Life to pleafc 
and obey Thee, who art my fovereign Good 
and Happinefsj the only fure Foundation 
of all my Hopes both here aud hereafter ; 
and in Comparifon of whofe Favour all the 
Honours^ Riches, and Enjoyments, of this 
World, arc as nothing. 

Deliver me, I befeech Thee, from the 
Shame and Anguifh, the Horror and Oonfu^ 
fion of a guilty Confcience ; and give me 
that Comfort and Complacency of Mind, 
which arifes from the Confcioufncfe of hav- ! 
ingbeen faithful in thy Service, and obedient \ 
to thy Will. And, fince thou haft been gra- ; 
cioufty pleafed to niake thy Service the mod \ 
pcrfcdt Freedom, and the Pradlicc of our " 
Duty fo conducive to our prefent as well 
as future Well-being ; O make me ftcad- 
faft and immoveable in the Ways of thy *j 

Laws \ 
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Laws, and in the Works of , thy Command- 
ments ; that, having faithfully fcrved Thee 
, in this Life, I may at lafl be found meet to 
be a ^Partaker of the Inheritance of the 
Saints in Light, through the fole Merits 
and InterceiEon of our Eternal Advocate 
and Mediator, Jefus Chrift. Amea ! 




D THE 



t^ Tbe Great Mportanct 



THE 

GREAT IMPORTANCE 

O F A 

RELIGIOUS LIFE. 



C H A P. II. 

}«")9()8C)0('3M[N the foregoing Chapter I have 
5^ 5^ endeavoured to Ihew, that Re-. 

w ^ ligion is the only folid Foun- 

il}flC)9(^jrf dation of Happinefs in this 
World ; the only Thing that can make us 
pafs the Time of our Pilgrimage here on 
Earth with any tolerable Eafe and Comfort. 
I (hall now proceed^ in the next PIace» to 
confider the great Advantage of a good 
Life, from the comfortable Ptofpeft it gives 
us when ve come to die. 

And 
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Attd this is an advantage pecufiar to '^ 

Virtue and Religion ; and to vrhich a Life 
of Sin and Widcednefs never pretended^ 
The mod which TJbat promifes its Votit. 
riesy is lo regale their Senfes for a little 
while : it gives them no Hopes beyond the 
Grave ; n6r aims at any Thing further than 
a (hort-lived Happinefs. fyjten a widedproit.jl 
Man dietbi his Exfie£iatiM Jhall perijh.l* 
For what is the Hope of the i^ypocriie^j^}^,^^^^^ 
though he hath gained all that this Worlds, 
can give him, when God taketh away his 
Soul? All bis Enjoyments are then at an 
End ; and thofe Schemesi upon which he 
has built bis Happinefs^ will vanifh and 
come-to nothmg. But with a good Man . 
i{ is far otherwife : He looks beyond this 
prefent Life^ and beholds with an Eye 
of Faith the heavenly Jetufalenij the Gty 
of the living God ; that Place of endlefa - 
Bliis and Happinefs, which Grod has pre* 
pared for thena that love him. In the 
Hopes and Expeftations of this Happinefs, 
he tonfiders himfclf as a Pilgrim and 
Stranger upon Earth, and is daily cndei- 
voiiring, through the Afiiftance of God's 
Holy Spirit, by a Life, of Virtue and 

D z Rightc- 
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Righteoufnefs, to become meet to be a 
Partaker of the Inheritance of the Saints 
ki Light. 

It mufl: indeed be owned, that Death is 
the great King of Terrors ; that the Diflb- 
I'ution of Soul and Body, and the Thoughts 
of becoming a Prey to the devouring 
Worms, carries in it foftiething very (hock- 
ing to Human Nature ; Yet to a good Man, 
Death appears in a quite different View, 
-He confiders, that to leave this World is. 
only to quit a Phce of Trouble and Vexa- 
tion, of Vanity and Emptinefs : it is to leave 
a barren and dry Wildernefs^ where no Water 
is, for the defighifnl Regions of Blifs 
and Happinefs, where are Rivers of Plea- 
fure, and a never-ceafing Spring of cnd- 
lefs Comfort, which wiH fatisfy the moft 
longing Dcfires of the Soul. He confi- 
ders, that though this earthly TabernacU is 
dijfolvedf yet he has a Building of God, m 
Houfe not made with Hands , eternal in the 
J(ib. XIX. Heavens ; and is affured with Job^ that his 
^Sf^^^^7'Redeemer livelh, and that he Jhall Jiand at 
the latter Day upon the Earth ; and that 
though his Body be dejlroyedy yet in his Flejb 
\xtjhallfee God, whom ht Jhall fee for him- 

felf. 
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fclf, and his Eyes Jhall behold^ and not 
ahother^s. 

This is what Religion promifes to thenif 
vjuboy by piUierit Continuafice in wcl/-doin(T, 
Jeek for Glory and Honour^ and Immortality. 
It is the Hopes and ETcpcftations of this ' 
unfpeakable Ilappinefs that fortify the 
Mind of a good Cbriftian, and give him* 
a Courage and Refolution, which eren 
Death itfelf (hall not be able to .Oiake. 

It was this thai gave holy David fuch 
a Firmnefs of Mind as made him fay, 
though I walk through the Valley of the?{. xxiii. 
Shadow of Death ^ I will fear no Evtl\ for^* 
thou art with n^e, thy Rod and thy Staff 
comfort me. He h^d made God his Por- 
tion, his Hope, and his Truft : T:he Lord^—^^'^^'^*^* 
fays he, is my flony Rod, and my Defence^ 
my Saviour^ my God, and my Might, in 
whom I will trujiy my Buckler^ the Hortt 
aJfp' of my Salvhtion. And though wc 
find him fomctimes complaining, (hat the 
Sorrows* of Death had coinpajfed him, and 
the CXverflowifigs of Ungodlinefs made him 
afraid \ that the Fains of Hell canie about 
himy and the Snares of Death overtook himi 

D 3 yet 
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^yct the great Confidence he had in the 
Goodnefs and Love of God, and the firm 
Belief of a better Life after this, over- 

Pfalm ^^"^^ ^'^ ^^^ Fears. / had fainted^ fays 

xxvii. 15. he, but that I verily believe to fee the Good* 

nefs of the Lord in the Land ^ the Liv-^ 

ing. 

Religion has been the Support of good 
Men in all Ages. It is certain, whoever 
leans upon any Thing dfe will find that 
he trufts to a broken Reed, which- will 
bend under him. There is nothing (as I 
have obferved in the former Chapter) 
but the Teftimony of a good Confcience, 
and the Hopes of the Favour and Love 
of God, that is able to bear a Man up 
under the Weight and Preffure of any great 
Calamity; much lefs will any Thing £lfe be 
a fufficient fupport at the Hour of Death : 
for,, then we ihali be ftript of all the Rea- 
fures and Enjoyments of this World, of all 
thofe Things in which we are now apt to 
place fo great a Confidence ; and, unlefs 
we are fortified with the Shield of Faith, 
and the Breaji-plate of Righteoufnefs ; un- 
lefs we have put on the Lord Jefus^ and 
are cloathed with the Robes of his Righte* 

oufneft. 
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oofoefsy we (hall be left naked and dc- 
fencelefsji to encounter Death with all its 
Terrors. The Sinner, how much foever he 
may now trufi in tbt Multitude of bis Riches^ 
uxxAJirenitben bimfelf in bis IVickednefsy muft 
tben give up all his Dependencies, and de-^ 
fcend into the Regions of Darknefs, not 
only without Hope, but (what is yci more 
terrible) with dreadful Expiations. Of 
what infinite Moment then is it to us ali> 
fo to live, that wben the flitne appointed 
for oar great Cbange Jhall come, we may 
meet Death without Fear and Adonid)- 
ment ; and, with an humble Confidence, 
may look up to God, in an aflured Hope of 
his Mercy in Cbrift Jefus ! 

A good Life is indeed the fure Pledge of 
a happy Death. As it fills our Minds with 
Joy and Satisfa&ion while we live, far 
furpafSng all the Pleafures of fenfual Gra* 
tifications ; fo, when we come to die, it 
gives us that Peace of God wbicb paffetb all 
Under ft anding. When a Man in his lait 
Hour can look back upon a Life well 
fpent, and can fay, with King Hezelkiabf 
Remember now^ Lord, I befeecb /i^^r.Ifafah^ 
how I bave walked before tbee in Truth^^''^^"^ 

D 4 0nd 
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and wttb a ferfeSf Hearty and have done 
that which is good in thy Sight ; what an 
unfpcakable Satisfaflion muft it be to him! 
Irov mild and calm will Death then ap- 
pear ! and with how little Concern will he 
leceive its Suinrnons! with what Chear- 
julnefs will he then take leave of this 
World, and all that was dear to him in it! 
And how contentedly will he quit hi« 
carrhlv I'aberuacle when he con fide rs, that 
he is to exchange it for a Building of God^ a 
Houfe not made with Hands, eternal in the 
Heavens! I fay, what ^n unfpeakable 
Comfort muft it be to a dying Man, when 
be is entering into the Valley of the Shadow 
of Death J to have before him a bright 
Profpeft of Life and Glory; to find the 
Light of God's Countenance (hining upon 
his Mindj and the Comforts of his Holy 
'Spirit chearing and refrelhing his Soul ; 
'to be able to look up to God wjth a filial 
■Confidence, and, y^iih b. Hope full of Glory 
'4tnd Immortality^ to refign his Soul into 
-the Hands of his Maker; not doubting, 
but his heavenly Father, whom he has 
faithfully ferved in this World, will take 
Care of him, and reward him in the next ; 

and 
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and that the fame infinite Power and Good* 
nefd^ which has carried him fafe through this 
Vale of Tatars and Mife^-y^ will conduft him 
in his Paffagc to a bleffed Eternity ! O, 
how far more happy muft the Death of 
fuch an one b«i than the mod envied State 
of the greateft Mortal ! Who would not 
wilh io die the Death of the Righieousy and 
that his lafi End may he like his I Ef' 
pecially, 

If we confider, in the next place, the 
raiferable Condition of a wicked Man, when 
Death approaches. But how (hall I defcribe 
the Agonies and Convulfionsof Mind, which ^ 
a dcfpairing Sinner labours under in his lad^ 
Hour ! Who can exprefs the ihoufandth 
Part of the Anguifh and Torment that He 
feels, who is under the Terrors of Death 
and .Damnation ! The Spirit of a Man, faysp^ov. 
Solomon, will fuftain his Infirmity; but ijxviii. 14. 
wounded Spirit who can hear ? The mofl e^- ^ 
quifite- Pains and Torments of the Body are 
nothing, compared with what a dying Sin- 
ner feels from the Stings pf his guilty Con- 
fcience. With what Shame and Confufion 
does he then look back upon the Anions of 

J> S his 
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. his paft Life ! how does he tremble and Hand 
confounded, at the Remembrance of thofe 
Sins which were once the darling ObjeA« of 
his gniltj Defires ! and what an horrible 
Dread oterwhelms his Mind, when he con- 
fiders thathe is entering uponthatnnchange- 
able State, from which he knows there is no 
Redemption ! that he is going to give an Ac- 
count of a Life, which hecannotrefleA upon 
without Horror and Amazement, and for 
whichheisjudly afraid he (hall, in a few Mo- 

- mentSi be configned to endlefs Mifery and 
Torments ! How does he condemn bimfelf, 
^ when his Confcience reproaches him for '\ 
having fpent that Time jnfignificantly and 
wickedly, which was given him forcobie and 
excellent Purpofes ; that he has negleded 
the great andimportant Work of his Salva- \ 
lion, and been deaf to ail the Calls and fn- ^ 
vitations of<jod's Holy Spirit ; that, inftead 

- of laying up in Store a good Foundation of ] 
Hope and Comfort againft the Day of ] 
Troublcji which is now xome upon hijao, he : 
lias heaped up to himfelf a dreadf&l Load , 
#f Guilty which is ready to link him with 
its intolerable Weight ! 

p wretche4 
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O wretched Man! what would'il thou 
give, were it in thy Power, to recall thofe 
precious moments which thou haft lavifhed, 
aw^y in Sin and Vanity I How doft thou 
wifti, that thou badjl known in Time tb^ 
^ings that bilong to thy Peace ! But, alas ! 
Tbey are now hidden from thine Eyes ; and 
nothing is left but Darknefs and Defpair* 

But let us fuppofe the Life of a dying 
Pcrfon not to have been fo flagrant and vi- 
cious, as to fill his Mind with fuch black 
and defpairing Thoughts ; yet, if, upoa 
the Review of it in his laft Hour^ he finds 
in - it fuch a Mixture of Good and Eril^ 
that he is in great Doubt and Uncertainty 
concerning his eternal Welfare; how fad 
and difconfolate muft his Condition even 
then be! and what a dreadful Anxiety 
will he labour under when he confiders, 
that he is leaving this World, and going 
he knows. not whither; that he is juft 
launching out into the boundlefs Ocean of 
Eternity; and that the next Moment 
lie OBky fink into the terrible Abyfs 
of endlefs Mifery and Torment! It is, 
liithouc all Queftion, a moil diilrefs* 

D 6 fall 
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full circumftance to be doubtful of a Mat- 
ten, of which It fo nearly concerns us to have 
fome highly probable Affurance. 

O that Men would be perfuadcd feri- 
oufly to think oq thefe Things ! that they 
Deot, would be wife^ and conjider their latter 
^m.29.j^^jl and, as the P/2z/;7?//2 advifes, would 
Tf.xxxyn.^^ep Innocency, and take heed to the Thing 
3^- that is right! for^ that^ and that only, Jhall 

bring a Man Peace at the lajl. And who 
is there fo ftupid, that would not wi(h for 
fo invaluable a BleiSng ? What wife Man 
would not rather fubmit to the worft that 
could befall him here in a Jhort Life, than 
run the lead Rifque of going out of this 
World under the Terrors of a guilty 
Confcience ? It is (whatever thofe, who 
are carried away by their Lufls and 
Paffions, may think, it is) the utmoft 
Wifdom of Man to prepare for his 
latter End, by conducing himfelf accord- 
ing to the Will of his great Creator: for, it 
is certain, (however fome may vainly flatter 
• * themfelves), there is no leaving this World 
wit-b any tolerable Compofure,'* unlefs 
our Lives have been fuch, as, through 
2 ' ' the 



Of a Religioxts LiFEf 6^ 

the tender Mercies of God and the Merits of 
Chrift Jefus^ to give us a reafonable hope that 
we niay be found in the Number of thofe 
whom our great Judge (hall at the laft Day 
pronounce Bkjfed. But this can only be 
the Lo"t and Portion of the Righteous ; for, . 
how can any one^ whofe Life has been a 
direft Cohtradifiion to the Will of God, 
entertain Hopes ^ of his Favour? Per- 
hapS| when he fees Death approaching, 
he may lament ana bewail the Folly of his 
paft condudt, and with ftrong Crying and 
Tears refolve upon a new Courfe of Life, if it 
Ihould pleafc God to fpare him ; but, fince 
the Gofpel hath no where afTured us, that 
God- will accept of a Death-bed Repen- 
tance, or be reconciled to a Sinner, who 
(after haying lived a* wicked and carelefs 
Life, and . been deaf to all theXalls and 
Invitations of the Holy Spirit, the Threatcn- 
ings of the Gofpel, and the Checks of his 
own Confcience) fhall at the lad, when he 
is able to gratify his Lufts no longer, and . 
begins to fear the fad Confequences of his* 
Sins, cry out for Mercy, and wifh that be 
had been wife in Tiipe: I fay, fmc&GQd has 

no 



fiQ where revealed^ that he ^ill accept of 
any repentance which is not followed by a 
thorough Change and Amendmeatof Life, 
and a fincere Obedience to his Command- 
nienti ^ and fince it i$ imppfCble for a dying 
Sinner to bring forth fuch Fr^sits of Repen^ 
taiice; how precarious ^muft J>if Hopes 
be, that are btiilt upph io ux>certaxi a Foya- 
.4ation! 

Tis true, to repent is all that a. Man 
who has led a wicked Life can da, when 
he connes to diei and it would be well^ for 
his own Sake^ and for the Sake of his for- 
rowful Friends and Relations, that he would 
ido this much, and not go out of the World 
hardened and infenlible : for^ who knows 
how far infinite Mercy imy be extended f 
But, furely, it muft be the greateil 
laftance of Fdly and Madnefe, to ha* 
zard a Matter of fuch infinite Moment 
upon fo uncertain an Iflue ; U|>on a few 
broken, cofifufed, and almofi defpairing 
Sighs and Groans : for^ if the Remorfe and 
Horrors, the folemn Vows and Refoltt* 
tions of fuch Men fhould not prove a true 
gjodly Sorxowi a Ref€ntanci to Salvatim 
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not to h rtfented tf (as no Man can (ay 
they»> certainly will), they are Jafl; and un- 
done to all Eternity. 

But fuppofe we could be aflured, that a 
Bea^i^b^ Repenunce would be effeftual.; 
yet who can tell, whether a Man may have 
Tiih^ for that Work in the Hour of Death f 
Otj if he could be certain that a lingering 
Sicknels would put an End to his Days ; 
yet how does .he know that God will then 
vouchfafe him the Grace of Ilepentance? 
and without that Gcace it is impoffible he 
flK>uld repent. O how much rather may 
fuch an one fear^ left God (hould be fo pro* 
Toked, by his many wilful Refufals to hear- 
ken to the Calls and Admonitions of the 
Holy Spirit^ as to cut ihort his Day of 
Graces and deliver him over to a hardened 
and reprobate Mind I 

The Scripture aflures us, that there is a 
Tune m\kn Men fliall call upon God, and 
be will not hearken » Bicauji J have calied^-p^^/^^ 
aud ji nfufed \ I bavt Jiuicbei out my ^4, &c* 
. Handy and no Man regarded i but yi have 
Jit at noi^bt all my Coun/el, and would 
mme rf vy Meproafi J alfo will laugh at 

your 
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your Calamity : I will mock when your Fear 
conietb'f when y$nr Fear comet h as Defola* 
tion ; and your DeJlruSlion cometh as a WbirU 
wind ; ' when Dijirefs and Anguijh comet b 
upon you. Then^Jhall they call upon me^ but 
1 will not anfwer y they Jhall feek me early ^ 
hut they jhall not find me : for that they bated 
Knowledge y and did not chufe the Fear of the 
Lord : they would none of my CounfeL "They * 
defpifed ail my Reproofs therefore jhall they 
eat of the Fruit of their own Way, and be filled 
with their own Devices* The Ei;\d of the 
Long-fufFering and Forbearance of God is 
Kom/\u'^^ 1^^^ M,en to Repentance : but if, inftead 
\^ of producing that bleffed EfFed:, it only har- 

dens them in their Sins, and makes them rc- 
folvc to go on in their wicked Courfcs, 
vainly prefuming they (hall repent, when - 
they come to die; how juft may it be in 
God to leave them at their laft Hour under 
all the Terrors and Agonies of a- fearfdl 
Death ! to laugh at their. Calamity, and to 
mock when their Fear cometh I 

O confider this, all ye that forget God, 
lejl he pluck you away, and there be none to 
deliver you. Confider it in due Time, be- 
fore 
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fore it be too late, before the dreadful Hour 
comes upon you, vvhcn all Opportunities 
of reconciling yourfelves to your offended 
God (hall be taken from you, and the Door 
of hope fhall be' for ever Ihut. Silence 
the Clamour of your pafllons, and liften 
to the Threatenings of God's Holy Word, 
the Admonitions of his Blcffed Spirit, and 
the Checks of your own Confciences. Be 
perfuadcd to fet about the great Work of 
your Salvation T^o-day^ while it is called To^ 
day^ before the Night £ometh when no Man 
i can work. Remember, that though you 
are now, perhaps, in Health and Strength \ 
in the Prime and Vigour of your Years % 
furrounded with the Pleafures of a great 
and fplendid Fortune; yet the Time is 
coming, and (whether you think of it or 
not) will haften on apace, when you muft 
take your Leave of all that is defirablte 
upoh Earth. And nothing will then fland 
you in any Stead but a good Confcience ; • 
neither Honours, nor Riches, nor any 
Thing clfe that Men are now fo fond of, 
will then be able to give you onp Moment's 
Eafe; or aifTord you one comfortable 

Thought, 
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Thoxight. Nothing will be then regarded 
but the Confcioufnefs of having in iome 
Meafure anfwercd the End for which God 
feat you into the World ; by having lived 
ia the Fear and Love of God^ and in Strnpii- 
4iiy sndg^dly S/ncerity having had your Con^ 
wr/ation in ibis World. 
Tm/vf. It was this that made St Paul dcfirc 
*• t^ be diffolVid^ and to 'be with Cbri/l : 
for be had foi^bt a good Figbt and^ kept 
ihe Faiti. And therefore he could fay 
n^ith great Aflurasce, wbco ^he Time of 
his Befarinre wgs at Hand^ that there imii 
kid up for him a Craven rf Aijgbteouftiefh 
fvhiib the Lord, the righteous Jwige^ Jhcidd 
give him at thai Day. And it was this that 
made a late pious ^ Divine of our Church, 
ivhcn be was near his Death, utier tfaefe n» 
tnarkabk Expreliions :/ 1 am entering upon 
^ my Ifift Labour ; the Lord gave^ and he 

* is now taking away, ble&d be the Nanfe 
^ of the Lord ! for, I thank my God, I aqi 

* going without any Diftruft, mthout the 
^ leaft Mif-giving^ to a Place of Reft, and 

♦ Mr, Keltlcwell. See the Pre/aci fo his Flnfi Difcmfii 
fmHifiidJiHce bit Doatb. 

* Joy» J 
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J07, and everlailing Blifs. There is no 
Life like a happy Death. I have eo<» 
deavdured, even from my Youth, to ap • 
prove xnyfelf a faithful Servant to txij 
great Mafter. I have taken fome Paint 
in writing feveral Books ; I have ieri« 
oufly confide red them ; and am fully fatif- 
fied (looking on thofe about him), that 
yoo may find in them the Way to 
Heaven. The Cbrifiian Duties con* 
talned therein have been my Pra&ice^ as 
well as Study: and now I find the A d* 
vantage of it. And therefore be careful 
to read them often and ferioufly ; and Hve 
fukabie thereunto, that, when you come 
to the CondUton I am now in, you may 
die with Comfort, as you fee me do* I 
have i<>me Iktle Pain indeed ; but my 
Pain is nothing fi> extraordinary as my 
Hopes ; for I have earneftly repented of 
all my Sins, and verily believe, that, 
through the tender Mercies -^of my God^ 
and the Merits of my Blcfled Saviour 
J^fus Chrift, I fhall be carried up into 
Ah-akafffs Bofom/ After which, it is 
faid, he made this fhort Prayer. ^ I wait, 

jOGod^ 
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* O God, for that Ererkfting Reft, which 
' I want atprefent, but (hall not long. 1 

* I am ready, when thou my God calleft for . 

* me ; yet can ftay with Patience till thoii 

* pleafcft : for thy Time is the beft Time, 

* and thy Plcafure the bed Pleafurc.' 

See here the Eud of a good Man. How 
calm, how fcrene and comfortable is his . 
Death! h there any Thing like ,this, in* 
the Cafe of a wicked Man, in the Hour of 
his DifTolution ? Alas ! no. If you behold , 
fuch a perfon in his laft Extremity . (un- 
' lefs he die hardened and impenitent), you 
will hear little clfe but bitter Reflexions, 
fad Bewailings, wretched Upbraidings of 
himfelf, .for the Folly and Madnefs of 
his part Life ; together with defpairing 
Sighs and Groans, black and dreadful to 
himfelf, and very' terrible to all about himr 
May God, of his infinite Mercy, keep every 
one from fuch a dreadful Hour ! and teach 
US allfo to number our Days, as to apply our 
Hearts unto JVifd$m\ that /r«^ Wifdom, 
which will make us wife unto Salvation, 
fill our Minds with Comfort and Satisfac-^ 
tion, while we live^ and, what is. of in* 

finitely ' 
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finitely more Value, give us, when we come 
to die, that Peace of God which pajfetb all 
Underfianding^ through Jefu^ Cbrift our 
Lord* Amen! 




A P R A Y E R. 

^Moft^ great and mighty God! 
O:^ in wbofe Hands are the IfTues 
jj^;^^ of Life and Death ! Thou or- 
dcreft all Things by thy in- 
finite Power and Wifdom, and ,haft ap- 
pointed for all Men once to die; and, after 
this (hortf Life is ended, haft, of thy infi- 
nite Goodncfs, provided for thy faithful 
Servants a State of endlefs Blifs and Hap- 
pinefs, O make me truly fenfible of the 
Frailty and Uncertainty of my Life ; and 
teach me fo to number my Days, that I 
may apply my Heart unto true Wifdom* 
Let not Death ever furprize me unawares, 
ot find me in a State unproyided. But 
grant that I. may live in fuch a cohftant' 
Preparation for my latter £nd^ that, how 

fuddenly 
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fiiddenly foevcr thou (halt be pleafed to 
take me out of this World, 1 may be found 
ready and prepared for that great Account^ 
which I mud one Day give before the Judg^ 
ment-feat of Chrift. Enable me, by the 
AiTiftance of thy Grace and Holy Sptrit| ta 
fiinfh the great Work of my Salvation be- 
fore the Night comes, when no Man can 
worky and to lay up a good Foundation of 
Hope and Comfort againft the Hour of my 
Death i that, when the Time of my De* 
parture (hall come, I may look back upon 
a weli<-fpent Life with Joy and Comfort, and 
may meet Death without Fear. 

hook upon me, O maft gracious God^ 
when the Time of my Diflblution draws 
nigh, as a reconciled Father in Chrift Jefua* 
Speak Peace unto my Confcience, and fsy 
unto my Soul^ ^ I am the God of thy Sal- 
• vation/ Let not the aucl Enemy of Souis 
affirighten me with his Terrors; but give, 
thy holy Angels charge over me, to keep 
me out of his Hands, and let the Comforts 
of thy Holy Spirit chcar and refrefti mjr 
Soul in its PajSage through this Vale of 
. Tears and Mifery to a happy Eternity. 

O Lord I 
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O Lord ! letfe me not to myfdf in tbac 
Time of Oiftrefs. wkcn I fball ftand in fo 
much n<ed qf thee. Confirm my Faith ; 
ft]ppoit'me4n my dying Agonies; and fbr- 
fake me not, when my Strength fatleth. 
Let thy merciful £ars^ O God, be then 
open to my Prayers; and fpare me, O' 
Locd sAoft holy, O God moft mighty, O 
holy and merciful Saviour, thou moft 
worthy Judge eternal ! fuffer me not at my 
laft Hour, through any Pains of Body, or . 
Weaknefs of Mind, to renounce my De* 
pendence upon thee. But grant, O mer- 
ciful Father, that, with an humble Reli* 
ance on thy Mercies, and the infinite Merits 
of my dear Redeemer, and with an entire 
^Submiffion to thy blcfled Will^ I may 
chearfully refign up my Soul into thy 
Hands, and may be willing and even de* 
firous to leave this Word, when thou, my 
God, in thy great Wifdom, fhalt fee it 
fitting. 

O Lord ! let me never be fcparatcd 
from thee; but grant that my Soul may 
be fo. united to thee, who art the Fulnefs 
^of all Happinefs, by the ftrongcft Ties of 

Faith, , 

% 
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Faith, Love, and Obedience, 'thaC^ after a 
Life fpent here in thy Service, I may dwell 
with thee in Life everUfting, and be rC'- 
ceived into thofe ManGons of Eternal Btifs 
and Glory, which thou haft prepared for 
them that truly love and fiar thee ; through 
the Merits, and for the fake, of thy beloved 
Son, Jefus Chrift, our Lord and only. Sa- 
viour. Amen I 
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. GREAT IMPORTANCE 

OF A 

R E L 1 G I O U"S LIFE. 

CHAP. III. 

ITHERTO I baveconfi- 
dcred the great Advantages 
of Religion, as they refptit 
only our Well-beitig la this 
World, and our going com- 
fortably "out of it. But, as there arc other 
Advantages attending a good Life, infinite- 
ly beyond all that have been mentioned; 
namely, that itwiU entitle us, through the 
Merits of Chr'tfi Jefii% "> an Inheritance in- 
corruptible, and undefi}ed,aTid ibat fadetb net 
aw^ ; I Ihall endeavour to Ihcw, in the 
E laft 
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laft Place, that a ferious and coufcjen- 
tious Obfervance of the Duties of Re- 
ligion, will mofl: certainly be reward- 
ed with eternal Happirfefs in the Life to 
come. 

And here I fhall not prefume fo much as 
' to ajra at a Defcription of that exceeding 
Weight of Glory J \#hich God has refer ved for 
ihofe that truly love him. In the Scrip- 
ture, indeed, ;he Glories of the other 
World are reprefented to us, in Conde- 
fcenfton to our weak Capacities, as ^ King^ 
domy and a Crown, an eternal Kingdonij and 
a never-fading Crown \ But the State of the 
ether World is a State fo unknown to -us, 
and fo much above our imperfefl: Concep- 
tions, that we fhall never be able fully to 
comprehend it, till we arrive at the aftual 
Enjoyment of it. For^ though we know that 
we Ihall there fee God, and theBleffed Jcfus, 
who ■ loi)ed us and gave bitnfdf for tis^ 
and fhall to all Eternity enjoy Ilim who 
is the Source and Fountain of all Good ; 
that We fhall there con verfe- with Saints and 
Angels, and for ever befinging Anthems of 
Pralfe to our great Creator and Redeemer ; 

yet 
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yet how great the Pleafure of this wifl b?» 
and with what ExtaHes and Raptures our 
Souls fhall then break forth, when rhcy 

^ taftc of the Fiilnefs of that Joy which is in 
tbePre/ence of God for evermore ; is what 
our finite UDderftandings cannot poflibly 
reacli. Of this we may reft affured, that 
the Things which God hath referved for 
them tliat love him, arc fuch as neither Eye 
bath feiUj nor Ear heard^ neither hath it 
entered into the Heart of Man to conceive. 
And as this is fufEcient for us at prcfent 
to know in general, concerning this Matter ; 
all curious Inquiries into the precife Nature 
of ih^ Happinefs of the next Life, will be 
of fmall Ufe to us : They may fill our 
Heads with fine Speculations, but will fig- 
nify little to direft our Praflicc, What wc 
are more concerned to know, and in the moft 
explicit manner is, that our fmcere Obe- 
dience to God's Commandments will ceS 
lainly be rew^arded with eternal Life and 

; Happinefs. This, indeed, is a Marrer which 
it imports us to be well affured of; that we 
may not be weary of WclUdoing, but 
may run with Patience the Race that is /^/ Hcb.-i J.i, 
" * E 2 before. 
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Phil. iii. before us, and prefs towards the^Mark for 
*4« the Prize oftht high Calling of God in Cbrifi 
jfefus. 

There are fome Indeed (and a melan* 
choly Refle6lion it is that there are any 
fuch) who would have us believe, that we 
die like the Beafls which perifli, and that 
when we leave this World there is an End 
of us. But thefe, upon Inquiry, 1 believe, 
will be always found to be Perfons who firft 
live as if th^re was.no God, and then ei>- 
deavour to perfuade themfelves and others, 
that there really is none ; fo that, jnftead 
of regulating their Prafltce by their_ Faith, 
they do moll: prepofteroufly fuit their Faith 
to their Praftice. I Ihall not concern :my- 
fclf at prefent with thefe Men ; my Defign 
being chiefly for the Sake of thofe, who. 
believe the Chriftian Religion, and the Re- 
velation of God's Will in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. And furely to fuch it can be no 
Doubt, but that in thofe facred Writings 
I ce;^ have eternal Life \ and that the Perfor- 
mance of God's Commandments, is the cer- 
tain and indifpenfablc Condition of obtain- 
ing it. 

It 
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It is true, natural Religion will teach us, 
not only that God is^ but that he is a Re- 
, MioriUr of them that diligently fcek him : 
But it hath pleafed God, of his yrcat Good- 
ncfs, not to leave v^s 10 the Ught of Nature 
. alpnej to difcoverthis weighty Truth. The 
Rewards of another Life are fo fully and 
clearly rerealed in the Writings of. our 
Saviour and his Apoftles; and the Way to 
• obtain them is there fo plainly laid down, that 
there is no Room for any Doubt, or Uncer- 
tainty concerning that Matter. Whatever 
dark, or imperfcft, Notions the Jews^ as 
well ^s Gentiles, had of a future State, it- 
is certain, that Life and Immortality is nov) 
brought to Light by the Go/pel: and we may 
reft aflu'red, that though, when we die, our 
Bodies fhall be laid in the cold Chambers 
of the Grave, and there become the Food 
of .Worms, and moulder into Duft and 
Rottennefs; yet it will not be long ere this^^^^'^^* 
corruptible fhaU put oti Jncbrruption^ and this ^^^, 
mortal fhall put on Immortality. Foi\ Cod 11* 
hath appointed a Day in the which he will 
judge the IVorld in Right eoufnefs^ by that Man 
wboM he bath ordained; whereof he bath 

E 3 given 
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gin) en Ajjiirance unto all 'Men, in that be b 

2 Cor. V. rai/ed him from the Dead : A Day whe\ 

' we mufi all appear before the Judgmekt-j 

of Chri/i^ that every one may receive 

Things do7ie in his Body, according ta thai 

Jo] n V. bath done, whether it be good or bad. y 

i^y 2^. ffj^^ all that are in their Graves Jkall h 

hi yhiccy and Jball come forth : they that hi 

done Goody unto the RefurretJion of Life : t 

t hey that have dnJ^e Evil, unt^ the Refurre6i 

of DaJimation. 

He then who believes the Gofpel 
every one mull, that^ lives under the 
fluence of it, untefs he be wretchedly blji 
ed by his Lufts and Paflions) can nc 
I doubt of thefe two gre'^t Articles of 
Chriftian Religion ; the RefurreSion of 
Body, and the Life evcrlafiing. The I 
fibilitv of the former bath been made ( 
dcrnc, by the Re far region of Jefus Ch 
from the Dead ; and the certainty of ' 
l;i'ter appears, from the exprefc Dec 
rations of God in the IJoly Scriptui 
' ii;dccci, the whole Tenor of the Gl 

ftian Religion fufficiently proves it ; ev 
Precept of which tends to puri^fy and 
6nd our Natures, and tafit and prepare 
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for the Society of Saints and Angels in 
another Life. The Jpoft/e aflures us,* that 
God-hath not appointed us to IVrath^ hut to i Thcf. ? 
obtain Salvation by our Lord Jefns Chrijl^^*^ * 
who died for us, that zuejhould live together 
'fcith him. And St. John tells us, that God 
fo loved the W.orldythat he gave his only i'^- John liii • 
gotten Son, to the End that all that b(l:cve^\ 
in him Jhould not perijb^ but have everlajiing ^ 
\, Life. 

If then we believe that God is infihitely 
juft and truci we can never doubt, that at 
the great Day of V\,t\x\h\ji(\ow, he will render 
to every Man according to his Deeds. To them Rom. ii. 
who. Inpatient Continuance in It^ell-doing^^^l^^^^^ 
feek for Glory and Honour and lmmj)rtaltty ; 
.He (who is Truth iifelf, aiid Cciimot deceive) 
hath promifed eternal Life: but to them uho 
are contentious, and do not. o}ey the Truih^ ^ 
but obey U nrightcoufn^fs \ He hath declared 
riiat he will pour forth Indignation and^ 
Wrath, Tribulation and Anguijhy upon every. 
Soul of Man that doth Evily of the Jew firjl^ . 
and alfoj)f the Gentile. 

Our Saviour, in his Expofition of the. 
Parable of the Tares, cells us that at //-^^Matt.xiifi 
End of the Worlds the Son of Man Jhall ^o^^h^ 

E 4 fend 
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fend forth his Aijgels ; and ihey^fball gather au£ 

of his Kingdom all things that offend ^ and 

them which do Iniquity\ andjhall cajl them 

into a Furnace of Fire ; there /ball be wailing 

and gnajljing of Teeth. .And foin bis Expo- 

•fition of the Parable of the Nety in the fame 

Ver. 49. Chapter, he fays, that at the End of the 

^^' . IVorldy the Angels fbqll come forth and fever 

the Wicked from among the Jujly andfhall cajt 

them into the Furnace of Fire: there Jhail be 

wailing and gnafhing of Teeth. Th us agai n , 

Matt.\'xv,wc are told by our Saviour, that ivhen^be. 

the holy Angels with him^ then fhall be Jit 
vpm the Throne of his Glory ^ and before bim. 
Jhall he gathered all Nations^ and he Jhali 
pparate them one from another y as a Shepf-^ 
herd dividetb bis Sheep from the Goats :. and. 
bejhatljet the Sheep on bis Right Handy but 
the Goats an the Left. Then Jhall b$ Jay 
unto them on his Right-hand 5 Omeyye bleffid 
of my Father^ inherit the Kingdom prepared 

Ver. 41. /^^ y^^ -f^^^ ^^ Beginning of the World i- 

But to them on tht Left-hand \ Depart from 

mej ye curfed^ into everlajling Firey prepared 

for the Devil and bis Angels. And tbejefbatt 

3 ' g^ 
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; go away info everlajiing Vunijhmcnt^ hut iheStx. 46, 

I Righteous into Life eternal. 

I This, as it is a plain and lively Dcfcrip- 
tbn of the awful Solemnity of that great 
, and temcndous Day, v)ben the Son of Afo»^^"*^'** 
Jhall come in the Glory of his Father ^ with 
his AngeUj to -judge , the ^ick and the 
Dead'^ fo it is fufficient to convince us, 
that, though without Holinefs no Man Jhall^^^h. xlu 
fie- the Lordy yet that every one who be- ^"^^ 
lievcs the Gofpcl, and fincerely obeys the 
Precepts of it, ihall afluredly enter into the 
, Kingdom, of Heaven. This was the very 
Purcbafe of Chrift's Blood, and the End 
for which he was contented to be giveo 
up into the H^nds of cruel Men,, to be 
buffeted, fpit upon, and evil-entreated, and 
at lad to fufFer a cruel and ignominious 
Death upon the Crofs. He gave bimfelffor 
Ufj that be might redeem us from all Iniquity y 
and become the Author of eternal Salvation to 
ail tbem that obey him. Though he ivas rich, ^^^^* ^^"^ 
yet for our f^kes he became poor^ that ive 
through his Poverty might Fe made rich. He 

\ ^ was wounded for pur TranfgreJJions, he was 
btuifed for our Iniquities j the Chafiifemcnt c,f 

E 5 our 
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cur Peace was upon hiniy and with bis Stripesy 
we are healed. 

The Redemption of Mankind was thought 
a Defign wortJiy the Son of God*. The Souls> 
of Men were of fo great a value in His 
Sight, that he efteeraed nothing too much, 
OF tpo great, to fuffer for their Sakes. He 
faw and pitied onr Mifery, and knew that 
without a Saviour we muft be k)ft for ever ; • 
and therefore condefcended fa far as. uar ; 
humble himfelf even to the Death upon the 
Crofs, for us mtfcrablc Sinners, who lay. in 
Darknefs and' the Shadow of Death, that 
he might make us the Chil(Jren of God, 
• and exalt us to evcrlafting Life : Sc> that 
Fphef. U. though we were fonietimes afar oJj-\ yet being* 
*J> '9: now made nigh by the Blood of Chrijly we are 
710 more Strangers and Foreigners ^ but Fel^- 
Ir^w-eitizens Mi^h tloe Saints^ and of the 
Houfbold of God. Andy if we are careful 
aTim.iF.^o perform our Parts, wc^raay afluredly fay 
tt with^St. Paul, that henceforth there is laid* 

up for us a Crown of Rigbteoufnefs^ which 
the Lordy the righteous Judge^ fball give, us 
at that Day., For we have the Promife of 

■ Him 
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Him who is Truth irfelf and cannot deceive' 

us, that, if we are faithful unfaDe^ih^ He Revel, il. 

will give us a Crown of Life. - *©• 

And what a glorious Incitement is this^ 
to all Men, to live foberly, rigbteovjlyj and 
gpdlilyj in this prefent World! What can 
we define more to make us fiidfajl and un- , ebr.xvr 
moveable^ always abounding in the H^ark of 5^* 
the" Lord^ than to knoW that our Labour- 
^fi^Bll not be in vain in the Lord?- that no 
good Adlion which we do, (hall be loft and* 
fruitlefe; but that, in a little Time, all* 
our Services will be infinitely rewarded? 
that every Grace and Viriue' which we. 
exercile in this Life, and every Degree of 
them, fhall receive their jufk Recompertce a^ 
the RefumSiion of the JuJlJ and that, if 
we fcrvcGud faichfully and fincerelyi" we 
may be affuxed,, that, through the tendcp 
Mercies, of our heavenly Father, aild the 
Merits of our Redeemer, Wc fliall b^-re- 
ceivcd into a. Place of everlafling Reft and 
Peaqe; ^vliere we (hall adore .and praife , 
the Authpr of our Salvation, and contem- 
p\ate the glorious Perfeftions of his Majcfty, 
With- a j,oy, and Sati;sfia(^ion, infijn|f elj ^e^« 

E. 6 * ceediag; 
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ceeding all that we can now poiTibly. coh* 
ceive ? 

' VO bleffed Time !' (to ufe the WordV of 
Archbifhop Tillotfon) • when Mortality (hail 
' be fwaliowed up of Life^ and Dbath and 

* Sorrow (hall be no more ! when we (hall 

* be eafed of all our Pains, and refolved of 

* all our Doubts, and be purged from all 

* our Sins, and be freed from all our Fears, 

* and be happy beyond oar Hopes, and 

* have all this Happinefs fectfred to us be-^ 

* yond the Power of Tim'* and Change !' 

Col. 1.12. ^^ ^^^ Confideration of thefe Things 
13. caonot but at prefent fill our Hearts wUb 
Joy unfpeakabJey and excite us continually 
to give Thanks unto the Father, which bath 
made us mee4 to be Partakers of the Inherit 
tance of the Saints in Light ; who hath de^ 
livered us from the Power of Darknefs^ ami, 
trafjfiated us into the Kingdom of bis dedF 
Son : So, when we come to have a nearer 
and more immediate View of the Clo- 
nes of that Kingdom which God hatb' 
prepared for tts ; how Will our Souls break 
forth into Extafies of Love and Joy t 
how will it traofport us to fee him> whom 

wc 
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we haveloATcd aud faithfully fervcd! to 
fee him,, not arraigned for a Malefa6lor, 
no.t hanging in a {h;mieful Mauner upon* 
the Crofs ! but to fee him, in all his Ma- 
jefty and Glory, (ittiug in a triumpbanc 
Manner itpoa his Throne, adored by An- 
gels and Arch-angels, tboufand thoufandsDdXi.rCu 
minifterittg. unt^ bimy and ten tboufand times *^* 
ten tboufand Jian^ng before bim! to fee 
him, I fay, not as an angry and inccnfed 
Judge, but as a merciful Saviour and Re- 
deemer, looking upon his faithful" and be- • 
loved Servants with the tenderefl Afft£lion,i 
and re$:eiving them into the Arms of his^ 
cverlafting Mercy, with thofe raviihing. 
Words, Come^ ye Bkffed of my Fatber, inr 
berit the Kingdom prepared for ycu from 
the Foundatian. of the IVorld f 

But then, on the other band, with wbal; 
'Aoguifh and Defpair will the Wicked and 
Ungodly behold the dreadful' Solemnities ... 
of that awful Day ! how will they tremble 
and be confounded, when the Lard Jefus.^ Theft 
fifall be revealed from Heaven with biij^ 8» 
mighty Angels^ in fiaming Fire, taking Ven^ 
gidnce on them that know noi Gody afkd obey, 
not the Gofpehfour LerdJefHS.QhriJi? When 

theY 
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* Pet ill. they ihall fee xht Heavens fajjtng awaj 
*^ mth a great NoifCy and the Elements melt- 
ing with fervent Heat ; the Earth alfoy and 
the Works that are therein^ burnt up ! when 
they (hall behold the Jaws of Hcll^t)peilv 
to receive them, and the great Judge of 
the World, with Terror in his Looks,^ 
ready to prdtiounce that dreadful Sen-* 
tcnce, Depart' from me, ye Curfed, into ever- 
lajling Fire prepared for the' Devil and his^ 
jln^els! 

Oh! what Confufion and Agonies will? 
thofe Souls be in, to whom thofe dreadfub" 

m 

Words (hall then be fpoken ! How wiib 
Kev.Ti. they call upon the Mountains and Rocks i(f^ 
\ • fall on them^ and to Ude them from tht 
Face of, him that fitteth on-dhe Throne, and 
from the IVratb of the Lamb l^-^Bm, algjsl* 
whkt will that avail .them, when the 
great Day of his Wrath is come! Whither 
•^^•fhali they betake themfelves, when both 
the Earth and the Heavns fhall jlee from 
the Ptefeme of the fudge I If the Saviour 
. pf the World condemns them, who (hall 
intercede in their Behalf ? If He, that oncc> 
died to purchafe their Salvation,- will not 
fay e them (as it is certain he will not fave 

- the . 
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the Wicked and Impenitent), to whom 
jhall they fly for Succour! It will theiv 
be too late to cry for Mercy, when the 
Time of Judgement is come; too late to 
lament their Folly and Madnefs, when the - 
Time of Working i» over: All Prayers- 
and Entreatiest all Tears* ao({^ Repen-- 
tance,. will then be ia vaioi He that /VRev. zzi 
uryuft muft be unjuft Jiilh^ mii he that ii^^^ 
filthy muft be filthy ftill. . As the Tree, is > 
fallen^ fo it muft lie for ever. The Time- 
of Trial, the Day of Grace, is ended, anduth. x. 
there remains no more Sacrifice for Sin j but *^> ^7* 
a firey Indignation muft devour them. The 
dreadful Hour is come, when they muft 
- be baniOied for ever from the Enjoyment 
of Him, in wbofe Prefince alone is Ful^' 
^nefs of Joy ; and be doomed to thofe Lakes 
of Fire and Brimttone, where the Worm 
dieih not^ and the Fire is not ^enched\ 
where they muft be bound in everlaftiog- 
Chains, and be Day and Night for ^^r^^^^ ^g, 
and ever tormented by the Devil and hisio. 
accurfed Spirits (tliofe cruel and unre- 
lenting Beings) in the Flames of a moft 
outrageous and never-to-be extinguilhed. 
Fire. 

• Coulil ^ . 
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^ Gould 1 reprefent to you' (fays Arch- 
bi(hop ^illotfen^ in one o£ his excellent 
Sermons) * the Horror of that difmal 
Prifon, into which wicked and impure' 
Souls are to be thrufl^, and the Miier^ 
they muft there endure, wirhdm the 
leaft Spark of Comfort, or Glimmering 
of Hope; how they wail and groan 
Under thd^tetolerable Wrath of Go4j 
the infolcnt^Scorn and Cruelty of De* 
vils, the* fcvere Lafties and Stings,, the 
raging Anguifli and horrible Defpair of 
their own Minds, without Intermiffion^' 
without Pity, and without Hope of 
ever feeing an End of that Mifery^. 
which yet is unfupportablc for one Mo- 
ment : Could I reprefent thefe Things 
to you according to the Terror of them ;: 
what Effeft muft they have upon us !' 
with what Patience could any Man bear 
to tliink of plunging himfelf into this 
Mifeiy \ and by his own wilful Fault and 
FoIIjcs endanger his coming into this 
Plate and State of Torments Y 
Oh! who, indeed, can think of thefe 
Things without refolving, in good earneflv 
to flee from the Wrath to come, and to 

' fecure 
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fecure a happy Eternity, by a Life of Vir- 
tue and Righteoufnefs ! who, that believes 
thi WUked Jhall he turned int9 Hell, and 
all the People that forget God\ that con- 
fiders what It is to dwell in the tooft ex* 
quifite Mifcry and Torments to all Eicr- 
Dity ; who, I fay, that confiders thefe 
Trutlis, will not immediately refolvc to 
have no Feliowjhip with the unfruitful If^orks 
cf DartnefSf but give himfelf up entirely 
to the Service and Obedience of the blef^ 
fed Jefus, with unfeigned Rcfoiutions of 
Mving Jiierfyy ri^bteoujly, and godly in 
ibis prefeni IVorldl In a word, who that is 
truly wife, and confiders that Time itfclf 
is fliort, and that the Time of Man is 
much (horter; that Eternity has neither 
End nor Change; and that every Man is 
bafteoing to an eternal and invariable State^ 
and will in a little Time be fummoned to 
appear before the awful Tribunal of God ^ 
fbere to give an Account of his Adlrohs s 
aod^. according as he has behaved bimfelf 
in this Lifc^ he then coofigned to aPkce 
of cndle/& Happinci^ or Mifery ; — ^who> I 
Cay, that refleifls upon thefe great anid 
important Truths* vifih tiiat Serioolhef* 

and 
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and Concern' which they deferve, ^would 
ever refign his Integrity and p^rt with 
that invaluable Prize, a good Confcietice^y 
for- the greateft-. Happinefs this World 
tould promife. hira! How is at pcffible 
that a Man, who will give himfelf Time * 
to confidcr what it rs to be under tlie eter- 
nal Difpleafure of Almighty God, (houlcl. 
do any Thing wilfully and deliberately, 
which he knows will provoke his Anger ! 
"What wife Man would not rather fub- 
init to the worft that could befall hint 
Kere in^ a Jhort Life, than run, the leaft 
Rifque of offending Him on whom his* 
.Welfare and Happinefs muft depend 
hereafter, as well as at prefent,- not only, 
in this Life, but through all Eternity r 
efpccially when he confiders what Obli- 
gations he is under to approve himfelf ar 
faithful Servant of his great Mafler, and 
to direfl: and govern his whylc Conduft 
by the Will of his Creator;:, when he 
refledts upon the infinite Love of^ God 
Hianifefted in all the Works of his Crea* 
tion and Providence, but efpccially in that 
ftupendous Myilery of our Redemption ; 
when be thinks ufon the Breadth <ind 

Lengthy 
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Lengthy the Higiitb and Depths of that Love 
of God, ^yhich mored him to fend bis only- 
begottcn Son into the World, to he the 
Tropitiation for our Sins, and to fuffer a 
cruel, aud ignonainious Death upon the . 
Crof9> that we might not pcrifh, but have 
everlafitng Lifei Oh \ how is it poffiblcbut 
fuch an one mu ft be filled with fo grate- 
ful a Senfe of what God has done for him, 
as to endeavour j all that in him lies, to aft 
fuitably to the infinite L0V9 of fo merciful 
a Father, fo kind and loving a Saviour !— 
Surely the Love of God muft conftrain 
US'— But, if there be any one fo ftupid and 
infcnfible, as not to be wrought upon* By 
fuch powerful Motives, let him refleft 
upon the Terrors of the Lord, and aflc 
himfelf feooufly this important Queftioni 
Whether he is able to dwell with ever^ 
tafling Burnings? Let him think upon that 
terrible Day of the Lord, wHich, whether 
he thinks of it or not, will moft affuredFy- 
cotne^ when all that are^ in their Graves*jQ\^xi v» , 
fhall bear his Voice, and jbnll come fiorth ; 28, 29* 
• they that have done Good, unt$ the Refur^ 
reSion of Life ; and they they that have done 
Evil J untO'. the RefurreSlion of Damnation ;• 

^ when ■ 
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wh/n the Kings of the Earth, • and- ih§ 
great Men, and the rich Men^ Jhall hide 
them/elves in the Dens and in the Rocks 
of the Mountains ; and Jhall fay to the 
Mountains and Rocks^ Fall on us, and hide 
us from the Face of Him that Jitieth on 
the throne, and from the IVrath of the 
Lamb. Let him revolve in his Thoughts 
the mifcrable condition of ihofe wretched 
Souls, that are now fliut up in the Re- 
gions of everlafting Dark^efs, amongft an 
accurfed Company of infernal Spirits; and 
then tell me, Vvhether h^ thinks the (hort 
and nK)mentarv Pieafures of a wicked Life, 
will compenfate for endlefs Mifery anJ 
Torments. 

There is no one, I believe, who thinks 
at all, but inuft think otherwife* But the 
great Misfortune is, that many men are fo 
inflamed by their -Lulls and Pailions, that 
they are feldom cool enough for fober Re- 
flexions. Yet, if they would be perfuaded 
frequently to ^meditate upon Death and 
Judgment ; if they would reprefeni to their 
Minds what a vaft'Difproportion there is 
betwixt Time and Eternity,, and con- 
ildcr that the Plesifures of Sin, at beft,. 

are 
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are but for 4 "^eaforij^ whereas its Piinifli- 
mcnt is endlefs and intolerable; I fay, 
could Men be biought to think of thefe 
Things with any Serioufncfs, 1 doubt not 
but fuch Thoughcs would in Time have 
their proper EfFeO, and would fo tho- 
roughly confince them of the -great Folly 
and. Danger of Sin, as to make them ir( 
good Earneft fet about the great Work of , 
their Salvation. 

* * The Judgment to come is a very 
amazing Confideration : it is a fearful 
Thing 10 hear of itj bat it will be much 
more terrible to iec it, efpecially to thofe 
.whofe Guilt muft needs make them fo 
heartily concerned in the difraal Confe- , '' 
quences of it : and yet, as fure as I (land 
and you fit here, tlAs great and terribk 
Day of the Lord will come ; and who may 
abide bis connngA What fhall we do when 
that Day fhall furprize us carelefs and 
unprepared ! What unfpe'akable Horror 
and Amazement wjU then take hold of 
us, when, Ufting up our Eyes to Heaven^ 
we fhall fee the Son Df Man coming in 
the Clouds with Power and great Glory ! 

* Abp. TiUotfins Sermons, Vol. II. p. 412. 

* when 
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^hen that powerful Voice, which ihall 
pierce the Ears of the Dead, (hall ring 
through the World, Arifey ye Dead^ and 
^me to Judgment! when the mighty 
Trumpet (haU found, and waken the 
keepers of a thoufand Years, and Sum- 
mon the difperied Parts cf the Bodies 
of all Men, that ever livedo to rally 
together and take their Places! and 
the Souls and Bodies of Men, which have 
been fo long Strangers to one another, 
ihall meet, and be united again, to re- 
ceive the Doom due to their Deeds t 
what Fear (hall then furprize Sinners ! 
and how will they tremble at the Pre- 
fence of the great Judge, and for the 
Glory of his Majefty! how will their 
Confciences fly in their Faces, and their 
own Hearts condemn them for their 
wicked and ungodly Lives, and even 
prevent that Sentence, which yet ihall 
certainly be paflTed and executed upon 
them!' 

Oh ! let me then intreat every one, with 
all the Earneilnefs that a Matter of fuch 
vaft Importance requires, frequently and 
ferioufly to think upon the tremendous 

Day 
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©ay of Judgment, and the great Ac- 
count they mud theii give ; to, confider 
witK themfelves how their Accounts ftand 
with refpeA to another Life; and what 
a dreadful Condition they will be in, if « 
they (hould be called to appear at the 
Judgment-feat of Chrifl, before they have 
made their Peace with God, and fecured 
an intered in .the Merits and Ihterceflion 
of -their great Judge. But cfpecially let 
mc perfuade thofe, who, in Purfuit of 
their unlawful Pleafures, have plunged 
themfelves in . Senfuality and Wickednefs, 
to ftand {till a Moment, and confider 
whither tjiey are going. Let mc beg of 
them, as they have any Regard for their 
prcfent Peace and Happinefs, or any 
Value for their precious Souls; as they 
would not leave this World ^under the 
Terrors and Agonies -of a guilty Con- 
fcieiice, nor appear ^t the laft Day, in 
the Prefence of God, of ^ Angels, and of 
MeUy under all the Circumftanccs of Hoi' 
ror, Shame, and Confufion ; and, laftly^ 
«s they would not then be banifhed from 
the Prefence' of God for ever, and be caft 

iato the bottomlefs Pit of Deftruftion, to 

be 
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be there tormented without Meafure, ahJ 
without End ; let me, I fay, prevail upon 
them not to delay their Repentance one 
Moment, but immediately forfakc'tbdf 

Joelii. 3. c\'il Ways, and tinn'unto the Lord f heir 
God^ who is gracious and mtrciful^ Jlctb 
to Anger y and of great Kindnefs ; and who 

^^.^!^' '• has affurcd ps, by his Prophet, that when 

' ' 'the wicked Manturnetb away from his Wick^ 

^dnefs that he hath committed, and doih that 

which is lawful and rigjjtj be jhall fave bis 

Soul alive. 

As for thofg happy Chriftians, who 
have entered upon a good Life, and arc 
engaged in the Praftice of Virtue and Re- 
ligion ; who make the Glory of Grod, and the 
Salvation of their own Souls, and the Souls 
of others, their great Care and Concern ; I 
need qnly exhort them to go on in' their 

Chriftian Courfe with Courage and Refo- 
Heb.iv, j^^j^j^ . ^^ j^^ij r^ ^Ij^i^ Profejfwn,- and 

Pftil.iii, with an unwearied Diligence to prefs to* 

'4- wards the Mark, for the Prize of the high 

Calling of God in Chrijl Jefus ; nothing 

Phi. i. 6.doubting, but that he that hath begun a 

good Work in them, will ferform it untill 

the Day of Jefus Chrijl. God. is faithful, 

that 
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that, has promifed % and therefore they may 
reft aflfured, that he will rpmember and re« . 
ward their Work of Faith and Labour ofi Thcf.J. 
Love^ and Patience of Hope in our Lord Jefus 3- 
Cbrijl\ and that in due Sea/on they JhallGzWu^. 
reaff if they faint not. Tet a little whi/emeb, x. 
and be that fhall come will come; and his 37' 
Reward is with him^ to give to every Man Rev. xxiw 
H/Ccording as his Work fhall be: To him thatl^* ... 
over comet b, be will grant to Jit with him in^^/ 
his Throne ; even as be alfo overcame^ and 
is fat down with his Father in his Throne. 

O happy, happy Time! for thofebleflcd 
Souls who have fought the gdod Fight ^^ and 
kept the Faith. All their Labours will then 
be at an End : that Crown of Life^ whichRev. iL 
God hath promifed to his faithful Servants, i<^* 
will then be beftowed upon them ; and 
they (hall be admitted to an Inheritance in-i^ti. i. 4. 
corruptible and undefiledy and that fade th not 
away.- They, fhall then be received into a 
Place of .jcndlefs Blife and Joy, 11 here there ^^^^ 
fhall he no more Deaths neither Sorrow^ nor^. 
Crying; neither fhall there be any more Pain ^ 
but all Tears fhall be wiped from their Eyes . 
and they Ihall for ever enjoy the moft per- 

. F feft 
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fcrft and confummate Happinefs, and fing 
eternal Alielujabs of Pi ai/e and Than/giving 
unto him thatfittetb upon the Thrmey afid to 
the Lamb for ever and ever. A men. 

^ ^ ^ "b i: ^ ^ ^ i: ^ i: ^ i: ^ 

The Conclvjion^ 

^ ^j^^mIt F a good Life be attended with 
0^ I p Romany Ad vantages as, I hope, 
§^ ^ I have Ihcwn it is \ if it 

#W^^# wi" "^ke us live happily, 
die comfortably, and at lad intitlc 'us, 
through the Merits of our Saviour Jf[fu5 
Chriji^ to an eternal Inheritance .in, that 
Kingdom which he has purchafed for us 
with his mod precious Blood; and. if, on. 
the other hand. Guilt be its Own Punifh- 
ment in this World, and cveflafting Mifery 
will moft certainly be the Lot and Portion 
of the Wicked and Impenitent in the next ; 
what Manner ofPerfbns ought we to be in all 
holy Converfation and CodJinefs ! .and how 
• Jl^df^fi ^^d immoveable fliould this make us 
ia the Ways of God's Laws, and in the 

Works of his Commandments ! with what 

Indig- 
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Itidignacion and Abhorrence (houid we look 
upon Sin ; and with what Speed Ihould wc 
flee from that dreadful Enemy of our Souls, 
that would rob us of our prefcnt, as well 
as future, Happinefs ! howfhould the Con- 
Xideration of thcfc Things make us takekeed^^^^ ili. 
left there be in any of us an evil Heart of^^* 
Unbelief y in departing from the living God! 
and how fledfaftly Ihould we refolve to 
have no Ftllowfhip with the unfruitful Works 
of Darknefsy but to walk as Children of Light 
in the Ways ,of true Piety and Holinefs : 
and not to delay for one Moment the Car© 

of our, immortal SouK ! ^he Day is far 
fperity the Night is at hand, and there is no 
Time to be loft. We have a great Work to 
do : a Work that requires and defcrvcs our 
inmoft Care and Diligence, If we perform 
it well, great will be our Reward in Hea- 
ven : for, faithful is He thai has promijed. 
And we may be aflured that, if wie are 
diligent and induftrious in the Work which 
God hath affigned to us in this World, our 
Labour fhall not be in vain in the Lord: fpr, 
if we have our Fruit unto Holinefs, our End 
will be everlafting Life. But if, inltead of 

F 2 working 
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Philip, luioorkin^ out our Salvation with Fear and 
Tremblingy thaj^ is, with the grcateft Care 
and Circumfpcftioiii we are negligent and 
remifs in the Service of our great Lord and 
Mailer Jefus Cbrift ; if, inftead of 4lvir^ 
Jcberly^ rigbteoujly^ and godly ^ in this pre fent 
Worldj we leaJ vicious and wicked Lives, 
and fpend our Days in Sin and Vanity ; 
tniferable will be cur Condition both here 
and hereafter : for, although God is a Being 
of infinite Goodnefs and Mercy, and is 
patient and long-f2(Fering towards Sinners, 
-being unwilling that any Jhould perijby but 
that all Jhould come to Repentance ; yet wc 
nDuft renoember, that he is alfo infinitely 
juft, and will afluredly vindicate the Honour 
of his Laws. All Sin and Wickednefs is an 
Abomination in his Sight. He is of purer 
Eyes than to behold Iniquity ; - and if bis 
Wrath be kindledy yea but a little, "wbzt will 
become of the Wicked and Ungodly ! No- 
thing but a fincere Repentance and Amend- 
meiit of Life, will be fufficient to fecure 
them from the Vengeance which he })ath 
threatened to pour down upon all obftinate 
and rebellious ^Sinners : and true Repen^ 
taoce will mod undoubtedly avert bis An* 

ger. 
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ger. He hath drclared himfelf to be a Goi 
merciful and gracious^ forgiving Iniquity^ 
Tranfgrijffion^ and Sin ; and hath promifed 
Forgivencfs of Sins to all them that, with 
hearty Repentance and true Faith, turn 
unto him. He hath no Pleafufe in the Death 
of the Wickedy but that the Wicked ftjould turn 
ftom bis Way and live. And, in order to 
afiure us of his .great Love to Mankind 
and of his Defire to be reconciled unto us» 
He bath fent his Sen, his oHly, his beloved ' 
Son, into the Worlds to tie End that all thatjohn iii. 
believe in bifn Jbould not ferijb^ hut bave^ • 
everhftiHg Lifek 

It hath pleafed God, of his infinite Good- 
nt&f to eftabli(k a tnoft gracious Covenant of 
Mercy with Mankind through the Mediation 
c£ his own Son : and the Condition on his 
pMTl^f cheCovenanty namely, the Remiflion 
of Si))S| is always ready to be made good, 
if we ftil not, on our Part, of fincere Re- 
penraMe and a thorough Reformation of * 
our Lives. Our Saviour hath made a full, 
perfect, and fufBcient Sacrifice, Oblation, 
and Saiisfadlion, for the Sins of the whole 
World. * He bath fuffcrcd a crutl and 

P 3 jgno- 
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Ignominious Death upon the Crofs for our 
Sakes; and by his Death and Sufferings hath 
purchafed this Grace for us, that real Re- 
pentance, and the fincere Endeavour of per- 
ff^ot Obedience, (hall be accepted, inftead of 
Innocence ; but, without this Repentance, 
and renewed Endeavour of perfed: Obe- 
dience, we (hall not be accepted upon snjr 
Terms. The Sacrifice which he offered upon 
the Crofs, although of infinite value, will 
be of no Avail to us, unlefs, in Conformicy 
to his Death and Refurreftion, we die unto " 
, • Sin, and rife again unto Ncwnefs of Life.' 
Nothing but a good Life will entitle us to . 
the Favour and Love of God : and^ without 
his Favour, we are of all Oretfturu ibi mqfl . 
miferable. Better had it been for us never 
to have been born, than to have oiftde God 
our Enemy by leading vicious and wicked 
Lives. Let it then^ above all Things be 
our great and conftant Endeavour to make 
Him our Friend, who is the beft of Beings, 
the fovereign Good and Happinefs of all 
his Creatures, and the Fountain and Foun- 
dation of all our Comforts and Enjoyments' 
in this Life, and of all our Hopes and Ex- 

peftations 
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pedtations in that which is to come. Let 
' us make Religion ihe great Bufincfs of our 
Lives; and, while we have Time and Op- 
portunity, let us prepare ourfclvcs, by a 
Life of Virtue and Righteoufnefs, for that 
great Account which we muft one Day give. 
Lee J ot the Pleafures and Vanities of this 
World, which will (hortly have an End, 
make us unmindful of the great and mo- 
mentous Cdncerns of Eternity, — O Eter- 
nity! how amazing are the Thoughts of 
it r Who, that confiders what it is to live 
for ever in a State of endlefs Happinefs or 
Mifery, would not .labour and flrive, with 
all. his Might, to fccure the one and avioid 
the other I Now, this can only be done 
by a good Life: for without Holinefs no 
Man Jkall fee the Lord. Heaven is pre* 
pared /or tho^ only who fear God, and 
live in a ftrift Endeavour to perform a per-, 
ftOt Obedience to his Will. *ThereJhaU in no frov. xvi* 
wife enter into th at Holy Place at^ Thing that ^ ?• . 
defiletbf neither whatfoeverworketh Mbomina'^ 
tion^ or niaketh a Lie ; but they which are 
written in the LamVs Book ofLife^ And thofc 
only are the Good and .Virtuous, who have 
kept themfelves from the Pollutions of this ' 

F 4 wicked 
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wicked World, and have led a Life of Piety 
and renewed Obedience towards God, and 
of Love and Charity towards their Neigh- 
bours. To all others,- that bleflcd Lamb of 
God will declare he knows them net. To 
the Workers of huquHy, even that merciful 
and compaffionate Saviour will fay, Depart 
/rtf/niw^.^-- Dreadful Wordi^ ! Whither muft 
f«ch wretched Souls go, when they are * 
bidden to depart from the Saviour of the 
World f—Whither, indeed, but to that dif- 
inai Place of Horrw and* everlaffing Mifcrjr 
prepare i' fop the Devil and bis Angeh I 

^ay God, of his infinite Mercy, give alf 

of us Grace to fee and follow tic Things 

that belong^ to our cverlafting Peace^ lelt 

tliey, be hid fhrni our Eyes,- «Ad att Oppoiv 

tuiiities of recoficiling^ eurftlvesi to our o^ 

fended God bci flbr ever toft- *nd gone T-i- 

. May every one of w be perluaded to hear- 

Ecdcf.xii.ken to the Advice of Solemdh: FearGod^ 

'^' '♦• • and keep his Commandments ; for, this is the 

whok Duty oj Man. For God fimll Mt^ 

every Work into Judgment, and every fecret 

Things whether it be Good^ or whether it be ' 

lS;ii,-^Atid may we always keep in Re* 

mcmbrancc 
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m^mbrance that mcrcfful Cauriori of. dur 
blelTed Lord and Saviour; Watch fhere/orf^Mut.xxv 
for ye kniw neither the Day nar tbe^ Hour 9^^*^ 
wherein the Son of Man co?)ietb. 
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Moft glorious Lord God, and 
^* ^^ merciful Father in Chrifljd'us, 
M|, who haft prepared f()r them 
^!^^^ tlm love thee luch good Things 
as pafs Man^s''Vnder Handing; and hall 
promifed to giv& eternal Life to them 
who, by patient Continuance in Well- 
doing, feek for Glory and Honour and ln\r 
n>orta!ity \ Give mtf, I moft humbly be-r 
feech thee, a firm and unfhaken Faith in all 
thy Promifcs', that, being fully perfuaded 
of thofe important Truths which thou hg.1^ 
revealed to us in the Gofpel, Imay make 
it the •principal Care and Concern off my 
whole Liffe to pleafe and obey thee in ail 
Things. And, that I may pbtain ^f<j 
Things which thou doft promifc, make ire 

F5 ^» 
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to love that which thou doft command; aad 
grant that, by the Affiftancc of thy Holy 
- Spirit, I may be enabled to perfevcre in 
the practice of a holy Life, even to the lad 
Moment of my Days. 

Let the Hopes and Expeftations of that 
unf^ eakable Happinefs, which thou haft 
prepare3 for us hereafter, enable me to pafs 
through this Vale of Tears and Mifery 
with Chearfulnefs and Submiffion to thy 
blefffd Will, and to bear with Patience 
whatever Troubles thou, in thy great Wif- 
dom, (halt fee fit to lay upon me. 

O Lowd ! giv« fw a Heart raifed above thq 
Vanities and Enticements. of this World, 
and free, from all the Pollutions and Defile- 
ments of ir. Fix my Thoughts, my Hopes, 
and my Defires, upon Heaven arid heavenly 
Things; that, having always in View that 
Crown of Glory which thou haft laid up 
for us hereafter, I may prefs towards the 
Mark for the Prize of ihe high Calling of 
'' God in Chrift Jefus: and, being ftrengih- 

tned by thy Grace, and fupported by thy 
Haly Spirit,, I may run with Patience the 
Race which thou haft Tet before ais ; that, 
fhcn the great Day of Retribution ftiall, 

come. 
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come} I may look up to my moll merciful 
Judge with Joy and Comfort, and may hear 
tbofe ravilhing Words pronounced unto, 
me, fVell done,, thott good and failh/ul Ser- 
vantt enter thou into the Joy of thy Lerd, 
Grant this O merciful Father, through the 
alone Merits, and for the Sake, of my eter- 
nal Advocate and Mediator Jefus Chrillt 
Jmen* 
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MOST gracious God, and kind 
Father ! ^ in aU Humility of 
Soul and Body, we prefent 
ourfelves before the Throne of 
thy Majcfty and Glory, acknowledging that 
we arc thy dependent Creatures, and that 
from thy bountiful Hand we have received 
many and exceeding gr^at Blefllngs. 

By Thee, we were wonderfully made; 
by thy Power we have ever fince been 
preferved; and it is owing to thy great 
Mercy and Goodnefs that we ^aVe not 
been cut off in the midft of our Sins, 
but that Thou haft been patient and long- 
jfuffering towards us, and haft given u& 
this Opportunity of coming into thy Prc- 
fenc(^ to renew our Praifes and Acknow- 
ledgments to thy Divine Majcfty. O Lord> 
thy CompaflSon fails not* By Thee w« 
have been prefcrvcd the Night part \ and 
4 ta 
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to thy Goodnefii we aferibe it, thai we are 
brought in Health and Safety to the Be« 
ginning of this Day. 

Accept, we humbly pray thee, of our 
unfeigned Thanks for all the Mercies and 
Blefllngs which thou haft been pleafed to 
beftow upon us ; and pardon, we befeech 
Thee, for the Sake of thy Son Chrift 
Jefus, our great Unworthinefe of what; 
Thou haft done for us. Give us fuch a- 
Senic of thy infinite Love and Kihdnefs, 
aa may engage us 'more and motte to love 
and obey I'h^e, and make us afraid of 
every Thing that may be difpleaflng in thy 
Sight* 

O Lord I vouehfafe us fuch a Meafure 

« 

of thy Grace and Hofy Spirit, as may de- 
fend us againft the Snares and Tem|)ta* 
tions of this wicked WorU, and enable us 
to overcome all our corrupt and (inful 
Defires. Give us a true Senfe of the inef-^ 
timabte Value of our Souls, that we nnay 
make it the chief Care and Concern oS 
our Lives to work out our Salvation wrtti 
the greateft C^re and Diligence!, and ta 
fecore an Intercft in thy Favour, which is 
better than Life itfelf* - 

Witfcr 
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Withdraw our Minds from the Love of 
thiB World, and place them upon Heaven 
and heavenly Things. Give us Grace to 
ufe the Bleffings which thou art pleafed 
to beftow upon us, with Temperance, So- 
briety, and Moderation; with an entire 
Truft and Dependence on thy fatherly 
Care and good Providence, and with a 
perfeft Submiffion to thy bleffcd Will in 
all Things. 

O Lord! root out of our Hearts all 
Pride and Envy ; all Hatred, Ma|ice, and 
Ill-will, Put away from us all Ccnfori; 
oufnefs and - Uncharitablenefs, all . Lying 
and Slandering, and whatever elfe is con* 
trary to a truly Chrifliau Spirit : and tn- 
due us, we mpft humbly pray Thee, with 
that Meeknefs and Humility which is in 
ihy Sight of fo great Value, and with all 
thofe holy and Chriilian Difpofuions which 
thou loveft and delighteft in. 

Inftruft.us in all the Particulars of our 
, Duty which we owe to Thee, our Neigh- 
bour, and ourfelves. Guide us by thy 
Right-hand, ^nd conduft us by thy good 
Spirit, through all the Bufinefs and Affairs 
of this Life* Teach us to aft with Faith- 

fulneis 
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fulncfs and Honefty in every Thing that 
wc undertake ; and give us fuch a Dread 
of thy Difpleafure, and fuch a Senfe of 
thy continual Prcfence with us, as may- 
fecurc us, by thy Grace, againft all the 
Temptations of the World, the Flcfli, and 
the DeviK 

Be with us, O Lord, this Day, where- W/iVj^^ 
ever we go, and in whatfoever we do.^^^'^'J^^ 

^ on a cuH^ 

Preferve us from the Dangers of tvWfiayMorn 

Company; from the Dcceitfulneft of our'^i' » ^'^^ 

own Hearts; and defend us more efpe-/^^™ 

cially from thofe Sins, that are moft dpt^f/f^'a^ 

to betray and enfnafe us. Let thy Blcf--^^'^'^'^^ 

fing accompany all our honeft Labours ; 

and _ vouch fafe us , fuch a Meafure of 

Health, and other temporal Bleflings, as 

thou feeft beft and moft fitting for us. We 

defire, O Lord, to . leave ourfelves, and 

all our. Concerns, in thy Hands*, humbly 

befeeching Thee to take us, and all that 

belong to us, under the Proteftion of thy 

good Providence j and fo to blefs, direft, 

and guide, us in this Life, that we may 

at lad obtain that greateft of all Bleflings^ 

the eternal Salvation of our immortal 

Souls, through the Merits, and for the 

Sake," 
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Sake, of thy dear Son, and oiir alone Sa- 
. Viour Jefus Chrift: for whom our Souls 
adore and praife thy glorious Name, and 
in whofe mpft Holy Words we fum up our 
own, and the Wants of all Mankind, faying^ 
Our Father yhcQ. 
This is to Difpofe our Hearts, O Lord, we hum- 
htitfidM bly befeech thee, to a ferious Attendance 
I4anUw^ upon thec in all holy Duties. Make us 
imfifad ^ duly mindful of all thy facred Inftitutions, 
. -^^^and grant that we may never fo far for- 
gr^. get the Intereft c^ our Souls, as to ne- 
glect the religious Obfcrvance of the Chrif- 
tian Sabbath. And as thou haft brought 
us to the Beginning of this fi^cred Day ; 
fo be thou gracioufly pleafed to take u» 
into thy Protection, and to aflift us in a 
right Difcharg*- of the Duties of it. With- 
draw our Minds from the Care and Bufi- 
nefs and Pieafures of this Life, whkh will 
fiiortly have an End, that, we may more 
freely attend upon the great Concerns of 
that far better Life, which is to laft for 
evermore. Give us awful Thoughts of 
thy great Majcfty, and a lively Senfe of 
our own Wants; that our Prayers ami 
Praifcs, and all our Scrvicea, may be of- 
fered 
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fered up in fuch a ferious and devout 
Manner^ as may reader, them acceptable « 
in thy Sight. Make us attentive to thy 
Holy Word^ and to all the good loftruc- 
tions that fhall this Day be given us : and 
grant that we may not reft in mere out, 
ward Performances; but, by a right Ufc 
of thy holy Ordinances^ may ^row in 
Grace, and become every Day better Chri£> 
tkin^ and fo- improve^ m all virtuous and 
godly Living-, that, when this fttort Life 
ihaS have anfEhd, wie may dwell with Thee 
in Life evctlafting, through the Merits of 
thy Son, and our alone Saviour Jefos Chrift: 
for whom our Souls blefs amd piraife thee, 
and in whofe moft holy Words we fum up 
oiir pWB, and die Wants, of all MjuskiDtd; 
fayihg, - Our Fatter, tec. 
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Jn Evening PtLAYER/or a Family* 

lft"39C)9QgC'S[MOST merciful and gracious 

wow ^^^^ ^^^ • ^^^ great Creator, 
5 jg^ Prcferver, and Governor, of 

\tOi1ii'^M the World I Thou art infinite 
10 Mercy and Gopda^. to- all that call 
upon thee faithfully, and hafl: promiied, 
that when two or three arc gathered toge* 
ther in thy Name, thou wilt be in ^thc_ 
Midft of them. Look down, we hgmblf . 
befeech thee, upon us thy unworthy Crea- 
tures, who are here affembled before thee, ; 
acknowledging that thou art a God greatly , 
to be feared for thy Power and ]\}&\f:Cf^^ 
greatly to be beloved for thy infinite Per- 
fedions and Geodnefs, and greatly to be 
praifed for thy Bounty and merciful Kind- 
nefs. But as for ourfelves, we confefs, O 
Lord, that we are vile and finful Creatures; 
that we have, in many Things, aded con- 
trary to thy moft holy Will, and have nei- 
ther -loved thee, feared thee^j^nor obeyed 

thee. 
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thee, as we ought to have done. O Lord I 
if thou (hould'ft deal with us as we have 
defer ved, we could expcifV nothing from 
thee but the Severities of thy juft Wrath 
and Difpleafure. 

But, O gracious Father, who delighteft 
not in the Death of a Sinner, look down 
upon us, we befeech thee, in thy Son 
Chrift Jefus; and, for the Sake of his 
meritorious Death and Sufferings, pardon 
our many and great 1 ranfgre(flons of thy 
holy Laws; and grant that we may amend 
whatever we have done amifs, and for the 
l^ime .to come may be more careful to 
pleafe thee, and more fincerely devoted to 
thy Service and Obedience. - 
« Convince us thorougly, O Lord, of the 
great Folly and Danger of Sin,' and make 
us fo afraid of offending thee, that we may 
abflain from all ^Appearance of £vil> and 
xk) nothing but what is pleaHng in thy 
Sight. Let fhe Intereft of our immortal 
Souls be our chief Care and Concern; and 
grant that we may live as becomes the, 
Gofpel of ChriH, denying all Ungodlinefs 
and worldly Lufts, and Jiving righteoufly, 
foberly, and godly, in this prcfent World* 

But, 
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But^ as without thee we' are not able 
to pleafe thee^ ^nt. U8 the AiJQftance pf 
thy Grace and Holf Spirit, that we may 
pais through all the Temptatioos of this 
World, with Peace and Innocence and * 
Safety ; and enable us to bear up, with 
Courage and Refolution, againft all the 
AiTaulrs of our great Adverfary the Dcvil,^ 
^ho is daily lying in wait to deftroy us. 

Suffer us not, O merciful God, to be 
led away by the vain and foolilh Cuftoma 
of this World, nor feduced from our Duty 
by the Company and Example of the 
"Wicked and Ungodly ;. but grant that we 
itiay make thy Laws the Rule of all our 
AAions, and faithfuUy difehorge our Duty- 
in the fev^raf Stations wbevein thy Rrovi^ 
dence is pleafed to placQ us. . 

Make us duly nitnifol that ihott tn 
prefent every where^ ^ privy t» our- 
moft fecret Thoughts ^ that we may 
never dare to do any Thing but what 
thou approveft^ and of which we may 
not fear to give an account at the great 
and terrible Diay of the Lord Jeius. O St 
^ and prepare us fo^ that folemn Time by 
a virtuous ^nd holy Life! that/ when we 
. - ihall 
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fiiall appear before the great Judge of all 
the World, we may be found in the Num- 
ber of thofe happy Souls, whom he (hall 
then pronounce blefled. 

Extend thy Mercy, O God, to all Man- 
kind, and bring them to the Light and 
Knowledge and»Praftice of thy Laws. 

Remove, we humbly befeech thcQ, all 
Errors ^nd Corruptions^ all Divifions and 
Diflentions, from every Communion of 
Chriftians ; and grant that the Lives of 
thofe who profefs ihcmfelves the Difciples 
of Chrift, may be holy and exemplary and 
fuch as become the Gofpel of our bleilcd 
Saviour. 

Reform all Things that are amifs m 
thefe Kingdoms. Root out from among 
us all Irreligion and Prophanenefs, all 
Uncharitablenefs and Animofities. Pardon 
our great and crying Sins ; avert the Evils 
that we have deferved ; continue the Light 
of thy glorious Gofpel among us ; and give 
us all Grace to turn from the Evil of our 
Ways unto the Lord our God. 

Blefs our Sovereign,^ Lord the King, 
and all that, are in Authority under him 
both in Church and State. Make each of . 

them. 
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them, in their feveral Places and Stations, 
ufeful and fcrviceable to thy Glory, and 
the Good and Welfare of this Church and 
Nation. * 

And„ O Thou, who art the Father of 
Mercies, and God of all Confolation, look 
down with Pity and Companion, upon all 
thy afflifted Servants every where ; give 
them Courage^ and Patience, Comfort 
and Support; and, fti thy good Time, 
a joyful Deliverance out of all their 
Troubles. 

Send down thy Bleflings Spiritual and 
Temporal upon all our Friends and Rela- 
tions. Do good unto thdfe that have, at 
any Time, done or \yi(hed us Evil; and 
vouchfafc 10 every one of us, and to all 
Chriftians, whatever thou knoweftto be bcft 
for our temporal and eternal Welfare. 

And now, O Lord, we defire, with all 
Humility of Soul and Body, to adore thy 
incomprehenfible Majefty, and to praife 
thy great and glorious Name, jfbr all thy 
manifold Mercies and Favours vouchfafed 
to us and all Mankind \ but, above all, for 
thy ailonifhing Love in reconciling the 

World 
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World unto thyfclf by the Death and Suf^ 
ferings of thy dear Son. 
. We blefs thee for our Creation and Pre- 
fervation, for our Health, Strength, Peace, 
and- Safety, for the Connforts and Con* 
veniencies of this Life, and the Hopes and 
Expeflations of a far better, through thy 
tender Mercies in Chrift Jefus. 

O Lord, imprint in ogr Hearts fuch a 
deep Senfe of thy Mercies, that we may 
Ihew forth thy Praifcs not only with our 
Lips, but in our Lives, by giving up our-' 
felves to thy Service, and by walking be- 
fore thee in HoKnefs and Righteoufnels all 
the Days of our Lives. 

We confefs, O Lord, that we are un- 
worthy of the leaft o£ all thy Favours » 
but, in Confidence of thy infinite Mercy 
and Goodnefs, we do in great Humility 
recommend ourfelves, our Souls, and Bo- 

* dies, and all that belong to us, to thy fa- 
therly Care and good Providence ; humbly 
befecching thee, who art our only Safety 
and Defence, to take us this Nigh^ under 
thy Almighty proteftion, and to give thy 

. itoly Angels Charge over us, that no Evil 

• cothcsnear to hurt us. 

7 Refreth 
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Refreih pur Bodies with quiet Reft and 
Sleep, and our Souls with the Comforts of 
thy Holy Spirit: ai^^ when thou Qialt 
think fit to take us out of this Wofldi 
give us everlafting Reft and Peace in thy 
eternal Kingdom, through the Merits, and 
for the Sake, of our bleffed Saviour and , 
Redeemer Jefqs Chrift, who hath taught. ' 
us, when wc pray, to fay, Our Father^ &c* I 
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Holy Spirit to them that a/k it ; I am em. 
boldened to implore his divine Afllftanceto 
ftrcDgthen my Weaknefs, to help my Infir- 
mitiesy and fo to fortify my Mind, that I 
may not be tempted above what I am able 
to bear, nor feduced from my Duty to thee, 
by the deceitful Inticemenft of the World, 
the Flelh, or the DevlK 

Root out of my Hearr, O God, all Pride 
and Vain -glory; all BLtccrnefs and Uncha- 
ritablenefs ; all Envy, Hatred, and Malice; 
and fufFer me not to be led away by any of 
the foolifh Cuftoms" and falfe Maxims of 
this World. And, O merciful Father, be 
thou pleafed, of thy great Goodnefs, to en- 
due me Mvith that Wifdom which is from 
above, which is firft pure, and then peace- 
able; with that Meeknefs and Humility^^ 
which is in thy Sight of fo great Price; 
and with that truly Chriftian Temper and 
Difpofition, which thou loveft and* delight- 
eft in. 

Lord, fanftify unto me all thy fatherly i,. ; 

Difpenfations, and let every Thing, Thou % 
(halt think fit to fend me, prove a Bled 
fing and Advantage to my SouK Giyc 

G 2 mc 
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• rae Grace to be entirely fubmiflive and cori- 

tented under all the Affliftions, Trials, and 
Difappointments, which thy Wifdom Ihall 
judge proper in order to bring me to thy- 
felf; and grant that by every AdvcrCiy 
that (hall befall me, I may be weaned from 
thi^ World, and more clofely united unig 
thee. 

Make me always mindful of my own 
Frailty; of the Shortnefs and Uncertainty 
of this Life ; and of the Eternity of the 
next. Give me Grace fo to live, as I Ihall 
wifli I had done when I come to die. Let 
not Sicknefs or Death ever furprize me un- 
awares, or find me in a State unprepared.; 
but grant that I may fini(h the great Work, 
which thou haft given me to do, before the 
Night coraeth, when no man can work. Q 
let me live in fuch a conftant Preparation 
for my latter End, that how fuddenly foever 
thou Ihalt be pleafed to take me out of this 
World, I may be found ready for my great 
, Account, through the Merits of my bleffiid 
Saviour and Redeemer Jefus Chrilt. 



Be 
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Be with rae, O Lord, this Day in all J*" '\f 
l»laces, and upon all Occafions. Direct** « a««. 
and «uide, fanftify and prcferve me/'y ^"■J" 
Keep me both outwardly in my Body,^^a/>/. 
and inwardly in my Soul. Let thy BIcf- '"«'«''!» 
fing accompany all my honcft li^^\g^\ftead thuc 
and lindercakings } and grant that I mayc^ 
undertake nothing but what is agfee* 
able to thy bleffed Will. Give unto me^ 
and all that belong to me^ fiich a Mea« 
fure of Health, and other temporal Blef- 
fings, as thou feed beft and mod fitting 
for us \ but| abore all things, give us thy 
Grace and Favour j that our Lives mny 
be holy, our Deaths comfortable, and our 
eternal State happy and glorious with thee^ 
through the Merits of thy Son and our 
alone Saviour, Jefus Chrift the righteous; 
in whofe mod holy Words I fum up my: 
own and th^ Wants of all Mankind, faying, 
Our Father f &c. 

Accept, I befeeeh thee, O mod graci- Vpin Sun- 
ous God, my hearty Defires to glorify ihet^^^V^"^' 
in an efpecial manner on this Day, which^/f^^ratt 
thou had peculiarly fanftificd for thy^'^Sf^,';*; 

TX7 A.- A o • ^ graph, Iba 

Wormip and Service. 7najhe 

3" I blefs"^'^- 
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I blefs thy holy Name, O Lord, who 
by thy Almighty Power madeft the Hea- 
vens and the Eanh and all that theiicin is, 
and prefervcft and govcrneft all that thou 
Jbaft made. 

I blefs thee, O Lord, who madeft Maa 
after thine own image, enduing him with 
Underftauding, Reafon, and Liberty; and 
making him capable of knowing, of loving, 
and of enjoying thee his Creator. 

Above all, t blefs and magnify thy 
4ioly Name, O Lord, heavenly Father^ 
that tbpu haft given thine only Son,^ Jefus 
' Chrift, for the Redemption of Mankind ; 
that he took our Nature upon hkn ; that 
•he died for our Sakes; that he is rifea 
again from the Dead; that be afcended 
into Heaven, and that he there fitteth at 
thy r^ght Hand, to make interceflion for 
us; that he hath made known to us the 
Way to eternal Life, giving us his Word 
for our Direftion, and his Holy Spirit for 
our Guide and AfEftance. 

Bleffed be thy Holy Name, that thou 
haft appointed this Day, not only for a 
Reft from our ordinary Labours and Em- 
ployments, but chiefly for a perpetual 

Commc- 
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Commemoration of thefc thy Favours, and 
for giving us dated Opportunities for thy 
Worfhip and Service, and for the Care of 
our immortal Souls. 

My Soul defires to blefs thee, that thou 
bail made me a Partaker of all thefe inefti* 
mable Advantages. 

O Lord, prepare my Heart for attend/* 
ing upon thee in thy Houfe,. and afford mr 
thy gracious Afiiftance in all the Parts of 
thy Service. 

Let thy Word make deep and lailing^ 
Imprcffions upon me. Help me diligently 
to improve all Opportunities that flxall bt 
afforded me this Day, iwhethtr public of 
private, to the Glory of thy great Name, 
and the Benefit and Comfort of n^y Soul, 
through Jefus Chrift my Savioun Jmm^ 
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An Evening-Prayer /er a Person in 

Private. 





OS T great and mighty God! 
„ Si» Thou art the Sovereign Lord 
. &, of Heaven and Earthy the 
^^% Creator, the Preferver, and 
overnor of all things : thou dwelled 
in tliat Light, which no mortal Eye can 
approach \ and yet difdained: not to be- 
hold the Children of Men. Look down, I 
bcfeech thee, upon me thy unworthy Crea- 
lure, who am come into thy Prefcnce, 
adoring thy Majefty, and acknowledging 
that my Dependence is wholly upon thee, 
who art the Author of my Being, and the 
Foundation of all my Hopes, both here and 
kcreafrer. 

O Lord, I confeis that I am a weak aad 
frail Creature ; ray Nature is corrupt, and 
miferably prone to oflPend thee. I find a 
Law in my Members warring againft the 
Law in ray Mind; which, I confefs.with 
Sorrow, hath too often prevailed againft 

me. 
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me. The Pkafures and Profits of the 
World are too apt to engage my AfFcftions, 
and to make me cold and remifs in the 
great and important Work of my Salvation. 
I have been guilty of manifold Neglefts and . 
Omifllons of my Duty towards thee, and 
have not ferved thee with that Purity of 
Intention, .with that Sincerity of Heart, 
with that Fervency of Spirit, with that Zeal 
for thy Glory, with that Care, and Dili* 
gence, and Coriftancy, that I ought to4iave- 
done. 

O Lord, if thou (houldcft be extreme to^ • 
mark what is done amifsi if thou fhouldefl: 
call me to a drift Account for my Life paft*; 
what could I fay unto Thee ! or how fliould 
1 be able to (land in thy Sight ! If thou 
fhouldefl: deal with me as I have deferved^ 
1 could expeft nothing from thee but the 
Severities of thy Wrath and Difpleafure,': 
But, O gracious Father, thou haft revealed 
thyfelf to theSous of Men, as aGod merciful' 
and gracious, forgiving the repentant Sinner, 
his Iniquities and TranfgrcflTions: remember 
then,I befecch thce,.thy tenderMercies,whicbi 
havebecn ever of old, and for the Sake and: 

" G 5 Meritj 
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Merits of my blefled Saviour, forgive, I 
humbly pray thee, all the Sins and Vanities, 
I he Follies and Indifcretions of my Life paft. 
O ! rcfcrYC not my Sins to be puniihed ia 
the Day of thy Wrath and Difplcafurc, but 
^blot tb.em out of thy Remembrance, that 
they may never rife up to my Confufion 
here, nor to my Condemnation hereafter. 

O I enable me, by the Affiftance of thy 
Grace, to reform whatever thou feeft amifs 
in th"e Temper and Difpofition of my Mind, 
or in any of the Aftions of my Life; that I 
may love thee more, and ferye thee better, 
and do thy Will with greater Care and Di- 
ligence, than I have yet done. 

■ « 

O Lord ! keep up in my Mind a lively 
Senfe of my Duty towards thee, and of that 
great Account, which I muft one Day give. 
Suffer me not, I befeech thee, to fall into 
a carelefs and unthinking State, nor to be 
unmindful of that one thing needful, the 
Salvation of my immortal Soul. Make me 
fo fenfible of thoff dreadful Thrcatning??, 
whUhMhou haft denounced againft Sinners, 
- that whatever elfe I leave undone, I may 
make it my chief Care and Concern to fe- 

cure 
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cure an Intcrcft in thy Favour. And, O 
merciful Father, be thou plcafed, of thy 
great Goodnefs, fo to aOift my weak and' 
feeble Endeavours, that I may not bci un- 
fucccfsful in a Matter of fuch vaft Ck)n- 
cern. 

Root out of my Heart, O God, by the 
powerful Efficacy of thy Grace, all finful 
and corrupt Affeftions. Wean me from^ 
the Vanities and Pleafures of this World,, 
and give me a full Conviftion of the Un- 
certainty and InfuflSiciency of all Things- 
here below. O ! let me never feek for Reft 
and Happinefs in the Enjoyments of this 
Life; but grant that I may daily afpire 
after that eternal ^nd unchangeable State of 
Happinefs hereafter, which thou haft re- 
ferved for thy faithful Servants; and to* 
which,^ I befeech thee, of thy infinite Love 
and Mercy, to bring me, through the Me* 
rits, and for the Sake, of thy dear Son,. 
*Jefus Chrifiy our Lord. 

Extend thy Mercy, O God, to all Man- 
kind: In a more particular Manner, I pray 
thee to be gracious to thefe finful Nations 
tQ which 1 belong; to pardon our great audi 

G 6 crying; 
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Crying Sins ; to avert the Judgment which 
we have mod juftly deferved, and to put 
away from us the Spirit of Profanenefs and 
InSdelicy, of Malice and Uncharitablenefs ; 
that thou mayefl: delight to dwell amongft 
us, and be our God, and we thy People. 

Blcfs and prefcrve our Sovereign Lord 
King GEORGE, and grant that all who are 
in Authority under him, may faithfully en- 
deavour to promote thy Glory, and the 
Go6d and Welfare of this Church and 
Nation. 

Look with Pity and Compaffion upon all 
thy afflifted Servants : be a Father to the 
Fatherlefs; heal the Sick; fupply the 
Wants of the Poor and Needy ; and grant 
that whatfoever is wanting of outward Com- 
forts to any one, may be abundantly made 
lip by the inward Confolations of thy Holy 
Spirit. 

B!efs all my Friends and Relatione, 

efpecially •, reward all who have done 

me Good, and forgive all who have done 
or wifhed me Evil ; and vouchfafe to every 
Wit of us, from the highcft to the lowcft, 

what 
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whatever in thy great Wifdom thou know. 
eft to be needful both for our Sauls and 
Bodies. 

And now, O moft mcrcifirf Father, from 
an humble Senfe of thy great Goodnefs^ I 
adore and praife thy glorious Name, for aill 
the Manifeftations df thy Love and Kind- 
nefs vouchfafed unto me. I blefs- thee for 
my Being, for my Reafoii, and all the En- 
dowments and Faculties of my Soul and 
Body •, for my Health, Friends, Food and 
Raiment, and all the other Comforts and 
Conveniencies 1 enjoy ; for thy continual 
' Care and watchful Providence over me, 
through the whole Courfe of my Life; and, 
particularly, for the Prefcrvation and Pro- 
tcdtion of me the Day paft. • - 

Give me Grace, I befeech thee, to make " 
a right Improvement of all thy Bkffings ; 
and be thou gracioufly pleafed to take me, 
and all that belong to me, this Night under 
the Care and Protcftion of thy Fatherly 
Providence. Give thy holy Angels Charge 
ever us, and grant us fuch RefreOiment of 
Soul and Body as may enable us chearfully 
to go through the Duties of that Station 

vrherein 
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wherein thou haft placed us. And when 
thou (halt be pleafed to call us out of this 
World, O ! let us be found in the Number 
' of thy faithful Servants, through the Merits 
of our Bleifed Saviour and Redeemer, Jefus 
Chrifi: for whom my Soul doth blefs and 
praife thee, and in wbofe moft holy Words 
I fum up all our^Wants, faying^ 
Ow Father y &c* 
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J Praybr^ wbicb may be added to the 
daily Evening-!? rayer, on the 
L o R d's D A y. 

^JI^r^dM Again return mymoft humble 
- i( and hearty Thanks to thee,. 
' O Lord my God, for the fpe- 
cial bleflings of this thy facrcd 
Day; that I have been admitted to the 
great Privilege of joining with thy faithful 
People, in their Aflcmblies for public 
Worfhip, to offer up my Praifes and 
Prayers to thy divine Majefty, in the Name 
of our blefled Redeemer \ to hear thy holy 
Word read and preached by the Minifters 
of thy Gofpel ; and that I have had farther 
Opportunities for employing inyfelf more 
privately in thy Worfhip and the Care of 
my immortal fouL 

i earneftly befeech thee, O Lord, to 
pardon all the Wanderings and Diforders 
of my Mind, and whatfoever elfe thou 
haft feen amifs in my Attendance upon 
thee : and graciouHy to accept my fin- 

eere^ 
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terc, though weak, Endeavours to ferve 
thee. . 

Caufe thy Word, which I have heard or 
read, to abide in my Heart, and to bring 
forth. the Fruits of a holy and religious 
Life. 

Help me, by the ufe.of all the Means 
• of Grace and Salvation, to grow in Grace> 
and in the Knowledge of my Lord and Sa- 
viour Jcfus Chrift, fitting aie more and 
more for feeing and enj;oying thee my Gocf, 
and my bleffed Redeemer, in the Life te> 
come: and grant, when I Ihall ceafe to 
praife and ferve thee with thy Saints on 
Earth, tfiat I may continue to be fo cm- 
ployed with the bleffed Spirits in Heaven^ 

1 Heartily beg the iame bleifings for aU 
Hiy Fellow Cbriftians, recommendiiigtheni' 
and myfelf to thee, my heavenly Father, ia 
the Words, and through the Iiiterceflion of 
Jefus Chrift thy Son, our only Mediator 
and Advocate. 

Our Father^ Scc,^ 



ji Mottic« 
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JS'MlSOaC*^ Lord, my heavenly Father, I 
>5 O w humbly adore thee, as the Ma* 
1^ w ker andGovernorof the World, 

k.}6C}BC}9Cj;( the Author of my Being, the 
Preferver of my Life, and the Giver of 
every good Thing. 

I heartily thank thee for the comfortable 
Reft which I have enjoyed the Night paft ; 
that thou haft prcfervcd. me in Safety, and 
raifed me up in Health. 

I blef^ thee for all thy Goodnefs to me, 
ever fince I came into the World, and 

efpecially for the Advantages thou baft 
given me, by the Inftrudtion and Improve- 
ment of my Mind in the Knowledge of 
thee, the only true God, and Jefus Chrift 
my Lord. ; . 

Grant, O. Good God 1 that the Senfe 
of thy Favours may fo deeply affeift my 
Heart, that 1 may Ihew forth my Thank- 

fulnefs, in the whole Courfe of my Life* 

lam 
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I am thioe, O Lord, by Creation, by Re- 
demption, by my Baptifm and Chriftiaa 
PfofeQion, by all the Obligations which 
thou haft laid upon me: 1 defirc to be 
thine alfo, by a willing Dedication of my- 
felf to thee every Day of my Life, and by 
^ conftant and faithful Endeavour to ap^ 
prove myfelf to thee. 

I befcech thee, in thy great Mercy, 
through the Mediation of roy blefled Re* 
tleera'er, to pardon all my paft Offences, 
and to enable me^ by thy Grace, to diTceni 
and to amend whatfoever is amifs in me. 

Help nae ever to remember the Chriftiaa 
Principles which I have learned, and the 
pious Inftruftions which have been givea 
me; and never to depart from the good 
Way in which I have been taught to waik» 
** Incline my Heart to all that is good: 
grant that I may be modeft and humble 
in my Carriage and Behaviour; chafte and 
pure in all my Thoughts, Words, and 
Actions ; true and juft in all my Dealings % 
rcfpeflful and obedient to my Superiors j 
innocent and inofieniive in my whole Con- 
VerfatioQ ; faithful and diligent in the DiC^ 
charge of all the Duties of that State and 

• Coa» 
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Condition of Life, wherein thou haft 
placed me : and teach me to fear and 
love thee, -ray God, above all Things ; and 
to do to all others, as I would they (hould 
do unto me. 

Make me perfeftly contented with my 
Condition, and thankful to thee, who haft 
given me all Things neceffary for Life and 
Godlinefs. Let thy good Providence al- 
ways take Care of me; and let me. never 
place my Truft and Confidence in any 
Thing but in thee. 

Take me, 1 bcfeech thee, into thy Pro- 
te£lion this Day \ keep me, if it be thy 
good Will, in Health and Safety. Prcferve 
me from the Vanity of my own Heart, and 
from the Temptations of the World, the 
Flefh, and the Devil. Help me (through 
a Senfc of thy conftant Prcfence with me, 
and of the Account I am to give unto thee) 
fo to govern all my Thoughts, Words, and 
Adtioos, that I may refleA upon them with 
Satisfaction at the Clofe of this Day. 

Let thy Bleffing be upon every Member 
iof this Family : Upon all my Relations 
and Friends ; upon all, whonni I ought and 
whom 1 dcfire to pray for. • 

I hum- ' 



I+l ^« EvENlNG-pRAYER^^ 

I humbly commit both myfclf and thera 
to thee, O my God, in the Name of Jefiw 
ehfift our Saviour, and in the Words wiiich 
he himfelf has taiight me. 

Our Father yMc 

An EvEKiNG -Prayer for a Youno? 

Pfi&SOK* 

S T gracious God^ mj hea- 
venly Father, as I began, fo 

1 dcfire always to end the Day, 
with bleffing thy Holy Namc^ 

and imploring thy. Favour. 

Honour and Worfliip, Praifc and Thankli 
giving, arc due to thee from every under- 
standing and reafonable Creature. I hear- 
tily blefs thee, that I am in that Number 
*whom thdu haft made to fcrve and love 
thee, and that thou haft moreover revealed 
thyfclf to me; by thy Son Jefus Chrift my 
Redeemer, and encouraged mc to call upon 
thee in his Name, 

I humbl]£ thank thee for thy daily Care 

6f mc, anipaiRticutarly for that good Pro- 

■*^ vidcnc* 
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vidcnce which hath been over mc the Day 
pad ; that thou haft prefervcd me from th^e 
many Evils to which I am juflly liable^ 
and Iwft beftowed upon mc lb many good 
Things which I have not dderved ; efpeci- 
ally^ far whatfocver thou haft enabled me 
to do, which is acceptable in thy Sight, and 
whfch I can refled: upon with iiatisfadion. 

I huinoly bewail> O Lord, the great 
Weaknefs and Corruption of my Nature, 
and the many Errors and Tranfgreflions 
of my Life, I humbly beg thy Mercy ia 
the Pardon of all my Sins, tlwough the 
Mediation of my blelled Redeemer; parti- 
cularly of whatfoever thou haft feen amiCs 
in me this Day, cither in my Thoughts, 
Words, or Aftions, 

Grant, O Lord, that the Senfe of my 
Unworthinefs may always keep me humble, 
and work in me an unfeigned Repentance 
of all my Sins \ and let the Remembrance 
of them ever excite me ai a gveater Care 
and Watchful nefs for the Tinr»c to comcu . 
Strengthen in me every good Purpofe and 
Refolution. Whatfoever Part of my Duty 
I know not,, do thou teach me ; and wherein I 
have done ami(fi^ help me to do fo no more, 

^ L<avc 
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Leave me not, O Lord, at any Time 
to myfelf, nor in the Hands of my fpiri- 
tual Enemies. Preferve me from thofe 
Circumftances, that would prove a Snare 
or Temptation to me. Let thy good Spi- 
rit continually enlighten and fanftify my 
Mind, direfling and affifting me through 
the whole Courfe of my Life. 

Fill me with a Senfe of my conftant 
and entire Dependence upon thee, that.I 
may always commit myfelf to thy Care, and 
be ever fatisfied with thy Difpofal of me. 

Teach me fo to number my Days, that 
I may apply my Heart to true and hea- 
venly Wifdomt Help me to live in a 
daily Preparation for my great Change, 
keeping my Confcience void of Offence, 
both towards Thee, and towards Men : 
and grant that I may be always fo em- 
' ployed, as I fhall wifh I had been when 
I come to die ; that whenfoever thou (halt 
think fit to call' me out of this World, I 
may readily and thankfully exchange it 
for a better. 

Take me, I befcech thee, into thy gra- 
cious Proteftion this Night* Preferve me, 
if it be thy good Willj in Health and 
••iL-.. •. Safety, 



y 



